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Front Row: Donald Sheldon managéxw;estcme,‘
and guard; Lowell Cglléhan sub guard we.n W. A

Second Row: Mose Copper, forward Merrill BIOOk , 8L |
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In 1927 the Gilbert High boy's basketball team
was invited to represent the Salt River Valley in
the National Tournament which was held March
29- April 2, 1927, in Chicago. The team lost the
state championship to Safford, but they were still
invited to the tournament.
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The Gilbert Chamber of Commerce
helped raise the money for the boys
to attend the tournament along with
other fundraisers such as a series of
three basketball games between the

Gilbert Tigers and Mesa
Independents.
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Three-Game Basketball

Series Between Mesa

And Gilbert Arranged =

PHOENIX, ‘March 2 (#—A three-3§
game basketball® series between Gll-8
bert high school, valley scholastic
champions, and the Mesa Jaycees, In-
dependent champions of Arizona, to

ranise funds to send the Gllbhert cagers B
' to Chicago for the national scholastic B

H

| tournament, March 22, was announced

today by Owen Allen, Gilbert coach,
The first game will be played atj)
Gilbert Friday night, the second atj
Phoenix next week, and the final at
Mesa two weeks hence. All proceeds
will go towards defraying the Gilbert
team's expense, Coach Allen stated.
Members of the Gilbert squad who
will make the trip were announced to-
day. They are H. Allen, G. Scott, G.
Friestone, L. Callahan, forwards;, H.,
Allen, center, and M. Brookinsg, B. Ash-

by and B. Sparks, guards.
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This article from the March
21, 1927, TIGER newspaper
show the ongoing support for

the boys basketball team.
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The Gilbert team is in the lower Ieft corner, all wearmg Iarg'er, -;.;
Chamber of Commerce gave the team the cowboy hats to. make s

e : -~ attention. They flnlshei E.th place in: he tom-rrament
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The team stayed in-the

Windermere East:Hotel in

Chicago instead.of staying
in one of the fratef;;;,y

house at the University of

e AR

‘Chicago, where the
tournament was belng

Hotel Wisdermere, Chicago, [il.




THE GAMES

* In Gilbert’s first game of the tournament the team
lost to Bristol, Conn 16-19. Even though they lost they
were entered into consolation play.

* In their second game Gilbert defeated South High
of Minneapolis 27-17. Then they went on to beat
Durham, N.C 36-19 and Duval High School of
Jacksonville, Fla. 27-25.

* In the semifinals Gilbert lost to Northeast High
School of Kansas City, Kan. 24-25 in a game that came
down to the finial whistle.

* Gilbert finished the tournament in seventh place
and received awards after the final game. A medal
and a handshake from sports personality Amos

. They were also awarded trophies and a
basketball used in the games.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amos_Alonzo_Stagg
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Articles from the Chi'cago‘Dain 3
JIL L Tribune reportmg on the outcome
- = oﬁ:each game msthe tournam nt
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SUBURBAN LADS
MARCHTHROUGH
BEORGIA. 27:26

Meet Florence,Miss,,
This Afternoon.
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Medal won by the

Gilbert Team
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members of the 1927 team, giving |n5|ghg"
to what it was like being on the teamand

gomg to Chlcago for the to,urnament
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1986 artlcle onthe _ h
team Tom Freestone one of the e
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Schoal's  baskethall

Windy City for the 1927 Nstional

Bmkethall Toornament.
“Dances, carnivals, oxhibition
mmes between the team und o
Junder of Chamber of Com-
merce feam, auctions snd every
conceivable money-raising event
wore nqd. said John Freestone,
aed ano of the team’s
hm. Mnny aumm made
The Pbunn Ch-mher of Cam-
meece wanted 10 make suro Arizona

And there wern  couple of

into the then-fashionablde Windore-
mere East Holel,
“It wen a posh ploce, and just
saying thers was an cxpericnce o
eamuy boy never forgets,” Froe-

"Onn dny. a very gracious lady
pot on the olevator with s, She
mked aboot whore wiito r:(.;; and

in

0 npeu
m |ba wan Kdra Furbr,

in W m!lonal towrnument
Usiversity of Chicago field
® on Moaday und con«

h th
nnm..m S-x:nhyngh
Every lime Gilbert took the foar,
the tuam fnced » glate chamglon.

In moﬁmau
“ered
.‘ra ﬁ;iu‘huuu..

Friday, May 2, 1986

Lads hoop it up in Chicago
during 1927 national tourney

stipulations. The players and
coockes had Lo step out of their
roilrond car and sing the romg ot
stops alosg the way, and they had
to return the hats to the chamber
upon their return,

"We sang the song in several
sater,” Freestone said, “And what
we lscked in harmony, we made
in volume, Some of them couldn't

Minneapoalis, 27-17; Duchssn, N.C.,
3519 snd Duval High School of
Jacksanville, Fia, 27-25

The two points scored by Froe
slone i thin game spelled he
differenee

Then, in the semifinels of the
consalation bracket, Gilbert lost ta
Northeast High 8 of Kanses
City, Kan,, 24-25,

“Tha ball wes in the air a2 the
fmal whistle,™ Fretstone maid "It
camo gown in the Kemss Cily
baaket, sod (hey beat us by one
p(lilll-”

Ovorall, Gilbert had finished in
neventh 2nd wis among eight
tenos o receive owords after the
fins! game.

“Koch of un reccived n medal and
a handshako from that great cooch
and | apurta p«mnullt), Amos
Alonzo " Freeatose waid,
“Th baskethails used b the pumes
wan liu the m'al u nl‘lhmu:u

are - wl
Gl llkiSc)uad'

All except 2l the b
One boy sold his 0 =
cihers wers returnod to the
Chambar of Commres.

Scotl, ulbatate forward three

L

Ahat. [n,
. The
Fhoonix

carry 0 tune In & bucket with a u,
oo it

But there was po q'_m_‘,un about §
the basketball o 7
Cove Allen, Mt' “Mose™
Merrill Broo Rnll Ashby nnd
Fresstone, nll seniors, and Lowell |
Callahan, x fraahanan

Their conch wae Owen Allen, His
ssslstant was Donald Sheldoa,

Chiesgo n year carlier, suggrated to B
Coach Allen that it would be Best
for the plsyers to stay in a hotd

her than in ane of the fruternity

5o the Tigers booked themmelvgs
Sen @ e, SE2

years and bigh-peint man in the
1927 Valley tousnxmént, state Lour-
nament and notional tournsment,
wins described by Freestone as “the
greatest high schoal player up to B
that time " =

Seott reveived & baskethall schel
armhip to the University of
Setzsthern Callfornia. He stayed coe
mr, thens mriurned home and

ame & farmeer. He bs deceasend

Gove Aln plased baseth
Northern Ars T

u

Wik DUACOTY |
game, (ained k,
Allen described Gove Allon as W)
beat cendar bie had mor (ven. Gay
who hecams an eduentor, s now
docearad.

Cooper, who mannged o Jumber
company, Crandall, whe becamy o
furmer, sod Heookine und Mh,

Callaban

bives
Cofifornin e

Froestone ta school |
Lloso, Dunu?umd Flo;'-::‘:
farmed and was unlfmdhmu of
teacher cerfifiention "

He In pow retlred. m,
B
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-The game of basketball was invented
in 1891 in Springfield, Massachusetts
by a Canadian physical education
instructor James Naismith

-The first professional league was
founded in 1898. Six teams took part
in the National Basketball League,
and the first champions were the
Trenton Nationals

-Originally, basketball courts were
built with chicken wire lining. This

was to prevent falling into the stands |

Basketball Association (NBA) in 1949

-The first games were played with == -Inin 1906 metal hoops, netsand |
| peach baskets and a soccer style ball, | &l backboards were introduced. In 1894 |
and each team had 9 players. The |gmml the soccer ball was replaced by a ball |
first game was played on December :‘: Naismith contracted Spalding to
28 21,1891 . make.
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-The Basketball Association of
America (BAA) was founded on June
6, 1946, in New York City.[29] The
league adopted the name National

after merging with the rival National
Basketball League (NBL)




The first purpose-built basketballs

were made from panels ofleather =
stitched together with a rul'a‘ﬁﬁr“)ﬁtadd’er T

Inside. A cloth lining was added fecﬁthe A
leather for supgort anchunitermitysss o
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Spalding was the first company-to
g produce a basketball for official use.®
It has been the NBA's official gam& -

ball supplier since 1983 =" &
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