
Gilbert High’s 

1927 Basketball 

Team



The Team 

Front Row: Donald Sheldon, manager; John Freestone, sub forward; Louis Crandall, captain 
and guard; Lowell Callahan, sub guard; Owen W. Allen, coach 

Second Row: Mose Copper, forward; Merrill Brookins, guard; Bill Ashby, sub guard and center 
Third Row: Honer Allen, center; Thomas Scott, forward 



In 1927 the Gilbert High boy's basketball team 
was invited to represent the Salt River Valley in 

the National Tournament which was held March 
29- April 2, 1927, in Chicago. The team lost the 

state championship to Safford, but they were still 
invited to the tournament. 





The Gilbert Chamber of Commerce 
helped raise the money for the boys 
to attend the tournament along with 
other fundraisers such as a series of 
three basketball games between the 

Gilbert Tigers and Mesa 
Independents.  



Douglas Daily 

Dispatch, 1927



This article from the March 
21, 1927, TIGER newspaper 

show the ongoing support for 
the boys basketball team. 



The Gilbert team is in the lower left corner, all wearing large cowboy hats. The Phoenix 
Chamber of Commerce gave the team the cowboy hats to make sure Arizona would receive 

attention.  They finished 7th place in the tournament. 



The team stayed in the 
Windermere East Hotel in 
Chicago instead of staying 

in one of the fraternity 
house at the University of 

Chicago, where the 
tournament was being 

played. 



THE GAMES 

• In Gilbert’s first game of the tournament the team 
lost to Bristol, Conn 16-19. Even though they lost they 
were entered into consolation play. 

• In their second game Gilbert defeated South High 
of Minneapolis 27-17. Then they went on to beat 
Durham, N.C 36-19 and Duval High School of 
Jacksonville, Fla. 27-25. 

• In the semifinals Gilbert lost to Northeast High 
School of Kansas City, Kan. 24-25 in a game that came 
down to the finial whistle. 

• Gilbert finished the tournament in seventh place 
and received awards after the final game. A medal 
and a handshake from sports personality Amos 
Alonzo Stagg. They were also awarded trophies and a 
basketball used in the games. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amos_Alonzo_Stagg


Articles from the Chicago Daily 
Tribune reporting on the outcome 
of each game in the tournament.



Souvenir program 
from the tournament 



Medal won by the 
Gilbert Team 



1986 article on the 1927 Gilbert High 
team, Tom Freestone, one of the 

members of the 1927 team, giving insight 
to what it was like being on the team and 

going to Chicago for the tournament. 



Quick Basketball History Facts 

-The game of basketball was invented 
in 1891 in  Springfield, Massachusetts 

by a Canadian physical education 
instructor James Naismith 

-The first games were played with 
peach baskets and a soccer style ball, 

and each team had 9 players. The 
first game was played on December 

21, 1891

-In in 1906 metal hoops, nets and 
backboards were introduced. In 1894 
the soccer ball was replaced by a ball 

Naismith contracted Spalding to 
make.

-The first professional league was 
founded in 1898. Six teams took part 

in the National Basketball League, 
and the first champions were the 

Trenton Nationals

-Originally, basketball courts were 
built with chicken wire lining. This 

was to prevent falling into the stands

-The Basketball Association of 
America (BAA) was founded on June 

6, 1946, in New York City.[29] The 
league adopted the name National 

Basketball Association (NBA) in 1949 
after merging with the rival National 

Basketball League (NBL)



The first purpose-built basketballs 

were made from panels of leather 

stitched together with a rubber bladder 

inside. A cloth lining was added to the 
leather for support and uniformity.

Spalding was the first company to 
produce a basketball for official use. 
It has been the NBA’s official game 

ball supplier since 1983


