
Gilbert Fire 
Department
1923-2023



In 1922 Gilbert 
purchased its first “fire 

apparatus”, which was a 
tank on wheels. 



In 1923 a group of citizens organized 
Gilbert’s volunteer fire department. 

The first town budget included $250 to 
go towards the fire department. 



Lester “Mickey” 
Johnson, who also ran 
Mickey’s Café, was the 

first fire chief. 



Other early volunteers included Ward Burk, Walter Harmon, 
Morris Cooper, Hy Johnson, J.T Hunter and Glen Martin. 

Morris CooperWard Burk J.T Hunter



The Fire Department had an 
office and stored its 

equipment in the Gilbert 
Town Hall, beginning in 1938. 

Other volunteer fire chiefs 
were Cecil Webster, C.C. Ross, 

J.C. Hicks, James Harl and 
Gilbert Rosales 



The “Gilbert Enterprise” featured this article in 1938: 

“The dedication celebration program for completion of Gilbert’s new $18,000 Town 
Hall and Fire Department building was held Wednesday evening commencing at 

7:30 P.M. and was attended by a large crowd, many out of town visitors being 
present. The new building was open for inspection throughout the evening. Tommy 

Frost of Chandler was master of ceremonies and the program consisted of music 
and speaking by many prominent state and county officials: Governor R. C. 

Stanford, W. J. Jamieson and R. M. Vyne, state WPA officials; Warren Peterson, 
president of the Board of Supervisors and a number of mayors from valley towns 

were guests of honor. After the dedication program a 15-piece orchestra furnished 
music for a dance held in the Gilbert High School auditorium.”



Liberty Market Fire 
October 26, 1938





Purchased by the Town of 

Gilbert, this 1934 REO SPEED 

WAGON was Gilbert’s main fire 

truck until 1967 when the town 

purchased a new fire engine, and 

it became the No. 1 truck for 

calls. It was used in parades and 

events until it came to live at the 

Gilbert Historical Museum in 

1984. 



August 17, 1967, Gilbert Enterprise

March 7, 1952, Gilbert Enterprise

Gilbert Fire Department in the 
Headlines 

September 14, 1951, Gilbert Enterprise 



In 1952 a second fire truck was purchased by 
the town costing $7,000. The town paid half 

and the other half was paid by the 
government under the Civil Defense 

appropriation set up. 

1962
June 13, 1952, Gilbert Enterprise



Gilbert Fire trucks
May 1958



1950’s Gilbert volunteer firefighters

1960’s Gilbert volunteer firefighters



Eddie Virzuela

Fire Chief CC Ross - 1963

Jim Criss

Jim Nunn

1962



July 7, 1967, Gilbert Enterprise



Volunteer fire chief, Cecil Ross, resigned from fire 
department after 17 years of service in 1974. This 

prompted the town to hire a new fire chief, Jim Harl. 
Jim was the first employee the town hired for the fire 

department. His salary was $26,485. The 15 other 
volunteers for the Gilbert Fire department received 

$10 per fire, insurance and a pension program. 

https://gilberthistoricalmuseum-my.sharepoint.com/personal/angie_hdsouth_org/Documents/Desktop/Fire%20Department/August%2017,%201978%20Gilbert%20News-new%20Fire%20Chief%20Jim%20Harl%20article.jpg


Cecil Webster (volunteer fire chief) 
wearing Gilbert's first oxygen 

apparatus.



Gilbert’s volunteer Fire Department lasted for 
nearly 60 years! It dissolved in 1982. For the next 

three years, the Rural Metro Fire Department 
(RMFD) managed a reserve Firefighters program. In 

1985 the town signed a contract with RMFD and 
hired two full-time fire fighters, including David 

Rodriguez. His father, Joe, had been a volunteer fire 
fighter in the 1960’s.



David Rodriguez, 1985



After Gilbert citizens voted in 
favor of forming a municipal 
fire department, the Gilbert 

Fire Department began 
providing services on January 
1, 1993. John Garcilaso served 

as the first chief of this 
department from 1992-1999. 

Gilbert Independent December 23-29, 1992





Collin DeWitt became Gilbert’s second Fire 

Chief in August 1999. He led the opening of 

at least seven fire stations, served as the 

Interim Town Manager for 18 months, and 

was instrumental in bringing a 1,500-pound 

steel beam from the World Trade Center to 
display at Town Hall. 



Jim Jobusch became 
Gilbert’s third Fire Chief in 
2013. Jobusch had joined 

the Gilbert Fire 
Department in 1992. 



On July 7, 2022 Chief Jim Jobusch retired from the Gilbert 
Fire Department. On July 11, 2022, Rob Duggan started as 

Fire Chief for the Gilbert Fire & Rescue Department.



Today Gilbert has 11 fire stations. 
The Gilbert Fire & Rescue 

Department (GFRD) consists of 
more than 250 dedicated and well-

trained individuals who are 
passionately focused on protecting 

and serving those who reside in 
and visit Gilbert. 

Gilbert Fire Station 1, Williams Field Road
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