Gilbert Fire
Department
1923-2023



In 1922 Gilbert
purchased its first “fire
apparatus”, which was a

tank on wheels.




In 1923 a group of citizens organized
Gilbert’s volunteer fire department.
The first town budget included $250 to
go towards the fire department.



~ Lester “Mickey”
Johnson, who also ran
Mickey’s Cafe, was the

Wt fire chief.
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Ward Burk Morris Cooper JT Hunter
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Othe:r' early volunteers included Ward Burk, Walter Harmon,
Morris Cooper, Hy Johnson, J.T Hunter and Glen Martin.
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The Fire Department had an
office and stored its
equipment in the Gilbert
Town Hall, beginning in 1938.
Other volunteer fire chiefs
were Cecil Webster, C.C. Ross,
J.C. Hicks, James Harl and

“Gilbert Rosales




The “Gilbert Enterprise” featured this article in 1938:

“The dedication celebration program for completion of Gilbert’s new $18,000 Town
Hall and Fire Department building was held Wednesday evening commencing at
7:30 P.M. and was attended by a large crowd, many out of town visitors being
present. The new building was open for inspection throughout the evening. Tommy
Frost of Chandler was master of ceremonies and the program consisted of music
and speaking by many prominent state and county officials: Governor R. C.
Stanford, W. J. Jamieson and R. M. Vyne, state WPA officials; Warren Peterson,
president of the Board of Supervisors and a number of mayors from valley towns
were guests of honor. After the dedication program a 15-piece orchestra furnished
music for a dance held in the Gilbert High School auditorium.”



Liberty Market Fire
October 26, 1938
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Fire Damages Store

The Liberty Grocery and Mar-
ket, housed in o briek building on |
main atrect al this place and ow
ed by K. Dong was badly dam.
aged by fire Wednesday noon,
when a gasoline stove exploded
upon which they were cooking
rice in the living quarters in Lhe
rear of the store building.

After an hour of fire fighting
by the local fire department and
aasisted by volunteer fire fighters,
the fire was brought under con-
trol, thus saving the entire west
pide of main street business build-
Ings

The entire living quarters in|
the building were burned and
the Interior of the store and|
grocery stock were badly d.’llll:lg-[
ed fire and water and the intensel’
heat broke the plate glass win-
dows in the front of the building.
An estimates of the loss is not
known but we understand was
covered by Insurance,

The Center Market stock In|,
building which adjoins the Liber- |
ty Market was slightly damaged
by heat and water,

Our loeal fire department nmi
all others who assisted in control-
ing the fire are most certainly |
deserving of much eredit for
their heroie fire fighting and de-
serving of the sincere thanks of

every business man in the town.
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Purchased by the Town of
Gilbert, this 1934 REO SPEED
WAGON was Gilbert’s main fire
truck until 1967 when the town
purchased a new fire engine, and
it became the No. 1 truck for
calls. IT - was used in parades and
events bmtll it came to live at the
Gilbert Historical Museum in
1984.
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Fire Strikes
Cotton Mill

A late afternoon fire occured
in the Gilbert mill of Producer’s
Cotton 0Oil Co. Monday, Winds
whipped the fire into a two-hour
battle for members of the Gil-
bert Volunteer Fire Department
and for Producer’s men.

According to Mr, Tedford,
supervisor at Producers’, the
damage could have been a lot
worse, without the prompt act-

Headlines
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Phoenix Fire Dept.
Show Film Here

Members of the Gilbert Fire de-
partment were shown a movie film a

week ago Thursday evening by the
Phoenix Fire department, The film
was an educational feature showing
how to ventilate a building before
entering to fight the blaze. Chief
Lawrence Fuller said all members
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Councllmen Place
0rder For New Fire
Truck and Equipment

Al onler was placed with Joo Dol

Jard, salosman for the Thunderbird

Saley Corp. Monday night by the

Town Couneil for & new  fire truck

l_nml fire fighting equipmeat,. The

truck s o Seagmve Yankee Volun-
beer with high pressare tank and res
eul equipment complete ready  far
opeention, The eost is $7,000 with the

-lly paying balf the eosi while the

| gasvenment paya the othar balf, un

|der the (Nvil Defense appropriation

]set up.

The track will he used for fightiog
| fires and  training undor the Oivil)

Défense program and the old truek

useld as & standhy. However, most or
| the teaining will ba  with the oid

lhuek The firechief will arganics a

| teainlog group, amd the D tmmm’|

will get underway within a couple of |

weeks after the now truek arrives f
A fire prevemtion code iz heing

considensd, ipd the code to be adop-

fad is being studied by the couneil

men this week. A apeclal meetiog s

eilled Yor 10 o'¢lock NMondny morn

ok, Jang 16th and & Fire Prevontion

Qode applieabls 1o the Town of Gil

hort may bo ndopted. It 8 belioved

hy miking a fire zone 2ad adopting
the, Pire Prevention Onde that fire

L | fnsuranee mt=s, ean he lowersd. Toe
publis is luvited to thls meeting as
it is alse called for the hearing of u

[ | voquost by the Town Cloomeil for an

Hineroase in the town hodget,

J. 8 Clay mude the town an offer
of paying for half the  cost, If the

Lown would poy  the othar half for
Tile to bo used in the Drrigution ditek
in front of his plage on Washington
stroot. The offer woun neeepted.

4 Arixona Pubiie Bervico Co, has ap
proacked the Town Councl for the
mn(nl aof their  Frunchise whiok
oA “due this year in Septiwuber,
Hnold (Germuine was uppoluted to
wofure. data and informalion concorn-

In 1952 a second fire truck was purchased by
the town costing $7,000. The town paid half
and the other half was paid by the
government under the Civil Defense
appropriation set up.
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Gilbert Fire trucks

'. 3 May 1958




1950’s Gilbert volunteer firefighters

1960’s Gilbert volunteer firefighters
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Eddie Virzuela

Fire Chief CC Ross - 1963

Jim Criss
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VqurEgF fire chief, Cecil Ross, resigned from fire
depaff#ﬁént after 17 years of service in 1974. This
prompt | the town to hire a new fire chief, Jim Harl.
Jim was th'é‘first employee the town hired for the fire
department. His salary was $26,485. The 15 other
volunteers for the Gilbert Fire department received
$10 per fire, insurance and a pension program.
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https://gilberthistoricalmuseum-my.sharepoint.com/personal/angie_hdsouth_org/Documents/Desktop/Fire%20Department/August%2017,%201978%20Gilbert%20News-new%20Fire%20Chief%20Jim%20Harl%20article.jpg

Cecil Webster (volunteer fire chief)
wearing Gilbert's first oxygen
apparatus.




Gilbert’s volunteer Fire Department lasted for
nearly 60 years! It dissolved in 1982. For the next
three years, the Rural Metro Fire Department
(RMFD) managed a reserve Firefighters program. In
1985 the town signed a contract with RMFD and
hired two full-time fire fighters, including David
Rodriguez. His father, Joe, had been a volunteer fire
fighter in the 1960’s.



David Rodriguez, 1985




After Gilbert citizens voted in
favor of forming a municipal
fire department, the Gilbert
Fire Department began
providing services on January
1, 1993. John Garcilaso served
asthe first chief of this
department from 1992-1999.

John

Garcilaso

has been

hired as

Gilbert’s

Fire Chief.

Prior to

coming to

Gilbert, he served as a Divi-

sion chief in Englewood, Col-
orado. Although Chief Gar-
cilaso has been in Gilbert in-

terviewing individuals for po-
sitions on the fire department,
he will not begin his regular
duties until December 28. He
and his wife, Nancy, have two
children.

Gilbert Independent December 23-29, 1992



Municipal fire department goes operational

By JENNIFER CUSHMAN
Editor

The Glltﬂn mumcxpal fire depart-
ment will go operational § a.m,,
January 1.

Town Manager Kent Cooper said
the staff continues 1o make minor
adjustments so the transition from
Rural/Metro Corp. 1o municipal
80¢s a smooth as possible.

Both the Gilbert Town Council
and the Mesa City Council recently
approved an agreement in which
Mesa will provide Gilbert's dis-
patching services.

Mesa will charge Gilbert an esti-
mated $43,960 annually for dis-
patching service — considerably
less than the $350,000 per year
Gilbert would pay if it were 10 pro-
vide its own dispatch service, said
Mr. Cooper.

Mesa will charge Gilbert $10 per
call and $320 a month for equip-
ment maintenance. Gilbert gets an
average of 200 calls per month.

Gilbert will pay Mesa $16,120 for

uipments and its installation and

m WEAPON

continued from page 1

S3,840lfor annual maintenance of
the equipment. Mesa has offered 1o
provide Gilbert with $6,300 in spare
equipment free of charge.

In the past, Gilbert’s dispatching
service has bee provided by
Rural//Metro,

In a letter to Mesa City Manager
Charles Luster written before the
November 3 election to decide the
referendum, Mr. Cooper said
Gilbert planned to seek dispatching
services from another agency
regardless of the outcome of the
election.

Gilbert voters on November 3
voted by a 2-1 margin with the
council’s June 2 decision to not
renew its contract with Rural/Metro
in order to staff the municipal fire
department with municipal fire-
fighters.

Mr, Cooper said his decision to
seek different dispatching services
regardless of the election was based
on a desire to align the East Valley
with expedient dispatch through
automatic aid agreements,

"By aligning with Mesa, we hope
0 one day work out an agreement
with Chandler so the whole East
Valley has expedient dispatch,” Mr.
Cooper said. “Having a 360-degree
response system in place will help

with the future building of fire sta-
tions,"

One of the changes that may take
place because of the new dispaich-
ing agreement with Mesa is that
people who live in county islands
abutting Gilbert's borders may see a
decease in the number of mutual aid
responses with the new municipal
Gilbert fire department,

Rural/Metro is responsible for
fire and emergency service for the
county. In the past, Rural/Metro’s
link with Gilbert, and the use of the
same dispatching frequencies, made
for an ¢xpedient mutual aid agree-
ment with Gilbert Rural/Metro.

Although the council and town
staff will need to talk about the
future of fire and emergency
response o county islands, Mr.
Cooper said Rural/Metro will need
1o request mutual aid from Gilbert if
they wish backup for service in the
county.

“The people who live in county
islands do not pay Gilbert taxes and
are not entitled to Gilbert services
and are not in a position to make
any claims on Gilbert,” Mr. Cooper
said, “The practice of how we will
handle fire and emérgency service
in the future will need to be exam-
ined.”

In spite of the details that still
need o be worked out, Mr. Cooper
and Chief Dees have taken care of
most of the major issues of the tran-
sition.

A team of town staff and council,
including the new fire chief John
Garcilaso, hired 20 employees for
the municipal fire department.

The department consists of 20
people, including one fire chief, one
fire marshal, two shift captains, one
secretary and 15 firefighters/emer-
gency medical technicians, One of
Job requirements for a position was
every firefighter hired also had to
be an EMT, Chicf Dees said,

According to the council’s June 2
motion, Rural/Metro firefighters
were 1o be given hiring preference
in the municipal fire department.

“Hiring preference” meant every
Gilbert Rural/Metro firefighter was
guaranteed an interview, Chief Dees
said. It did not mean they were
guaranteed a position,

Of the 20 employees hired, 12 of
20 full-time Gilbert Rural/Metro
firefighters were hired on with the
town, Chicf Dees said. Two of the

e
Need

Gilbert Independent December 23-29, 1992

20 Gilbert Rural/Metro fircfighters
did not apply and six of the 20 were
not hired on full-time, However,
five of the six not hired full-time
were hired as part of Gilbert's
reserve force, he added.

Of the four top positions in the
department, all but the chief were
former Gilbert Rural/Metro

Page 3—Gilbert Independent, December 23-29,1992

New Year's Day

More than 250 people applied for
the 20 open positions. The hiring
committed picked 50 of the 250 to
interview, Chief Dees said.

“We are extremely pleased with
the level of service and the caliber
of employees who will be serving
Gilbert residents,” Mr. Cooper said.
“We're not going to let the town
down."

" LET IT SNOW...!
i LETITSNOW...!
LET [T SNOW...!




Collin DeWitt became Gilbert’s second Fire
Chief in August 1999. He led the opening of
at least seven fire stations, served as the
Interim Town Manager for 18 months, and
was instrumental in bringing a 1,500-pound
steel beam from the World Trade Center to
display at Town Hall.




Jim Jobusch became
Gilbert’s third Fire Chief in
2013. Jobusch had joined
the Gilbert Fire
Department in 1992.




On July 7, 2022 Chief Jim Jobusch retired from the Gilbert
Fire Department. On July 11, 2022, Rob Duggan started as
Fire Chief for the Gilbert Fire & Rescue Department.




Today Gilbert has 11 fire stations.
The Gilbert Fire & Rescue
Department (GFRD) consists of
more than 250 dedicated and well-

Gilbert Fire Station 1, Williams Field Road trained indiViduaIS WhO 215
o passionately focused on protecting
N and serving those who reside in
and visit Gilbert.
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