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B-BOBBY GILBERT

BOBBY CAME TO ARIZONA IN 1882 WITH
HIS PARENTS. IN 1898 HE PATENTED A 160-
ACRE PIECE OF LAND, WHICH IS CLOSE TO
WHERE THE WATER TOWER IS TODAY. BUT

BOBBY NEVER LIVED ON THIS LAND. IN

1902 THE PHOENIX AND EASTERN
RAILROAD WANTED TO BUILD A RAIL LINE
FROM PHOENIX TO THE MINING TOWNS TO
THE EAST. THEY WANTED TO PUT A SPUR
LINE ON BOBBY GILBERT’S LAND. BOBBY
SAID HE WOULD SELL THE RAILROAD HIS

LAND IF THEY WOULD NAME THE SPUR LINE
AFTER HIM. SO, THEY NAMED IT THE
GILBERT SPUR.
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E- EVERETT R.WILBUR

EVERETT WILBUR WAS THE FIRST MAYOR OF
GILBERT. IN 1914 HE MOVED TO GILBERT WITH HIS
WIFE NELLY AND THEIR FOUR CHILDREN. EVERETT

WAS A DAIRYMAN, BLACKSMITH, MACHINIST, AND
INVENTOR. MANY OF HIS DESCENDANTS ARE STILL
IN THE AREA.




F- Floods

_— In the1930s, downtown Gilbert flooded- water overflowed from the Queen Creek
(actual creek) and since the railroad tracks were set at a higher elevation, the water
flowed on and beside the tracks and ran into the town north of the tracks.
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G — Gilbert Days

Gilbert Days started in May 1957 to celebrate the paving of Gilbert Road and Cinco de
Mayo. It was then moved to November for cooler weather and to be close to
Thanksgiving for those coming in from out of town to visit family. The parade has only

been canceled twice since it started. When John F. Kennedy was assassinated in 1963
<= and in 2020 due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
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H-HD SOUTH

Originally opened as Gilbert Elementary Schoolin 1913, HD SOUTH is the oldest building still
standing in Gilbert and is the only one on the National Register of Historic Places.






J- John Anderson Family

The first family to homestead and actually farm
on the land and stay was the John Anderson

family in Dec. of 1891. Many of his descendants
still live in the area today.







L- Liberty Market

Opened in September 1936 by the Dong family and purchased by the Ong family in
1943, the Liberty Market is one of the oldest continuously running businesses in
Gilbert.



YOU ARE RICHT WHERE
YOUARE SUPPOSED TOBE.

Gilbert is home to a growing collection of murals that
grace the brick walls of its downtown area, as well as
other locations throughout the town. These murals are
created by local artists and feature a wide range of styles
and themes, from abstract patterns to realistic depictions
of people and animals.

https://allthingsgilbert.com/2024/01/29/gilbert-murals/
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Images courtesy of Elaine Kessler Photography






O- Ostriches

- : ‘ The Spangler family raised ostriches on their ranch on
N '3 Guadalupe Rd. between Gilbert and Cooper.




P- Pump House
Constructed to hold the pump and

equipment for the water tower a pump
house was built at the base. The building

was an adobe block building and also
served as Gilbert’s first jail. It served as the
town’s jail until 1937 when the Town built a
new Town Hall which included a jail.




Q — Quality of life
In 2024 Livability named Gilbert one of their top 100 Best Places to Live in the U.S.

Gilbert has also been ranked as one of the happiest places to live by WalletHub
and one of the best places to raise a family by Niche.

hteps://www.gilbertedi.com/best-places-lists/#:~:text=Gilbert,%20Ariz.%20has%20recently%20ranked%20as%20the%20Best




R — Railroad

In 1902 the railroad spur line (dual track for loading and unloading) was
built on Bobby Gilbert’s land. It was called the Gilbert Spur, the town grew
up around this track. This line still runs through Gilbert today.




SONORATOWN
NESY~ACRES

—~~SEC.24~7/S,R5E.
G &S R.B &N ——
Scale:/=100
STATE OF ARIZONA
COUNTY OF MARICOFRA
KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE FPRESENTS:
. Thoat C.H. Russell of the County of? Maricopo, State
off Arizona, and_owner of the Northedst nine and threc-
vrths acres of'Section 24,/n Township [ South, 5 anges
East of the Gila and Salt River Base ahd Adersdion, Marr-
rcopar Counr/);, Arizong, do hereby adopt and file the accom -
panying rhap or plat of said property and designale the same
s

SONORATOW'N ,
arnd /7er'c@/ dedicate all roads apd alleys showr on said
map or pldt for the use of the public.

this the 19 oy B Kl H Had P Peeno sl i Dot
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STATE OF ARIZONA 5
COUNTY OF MAR/COFA

The, 73 orng, instrument wos ackpowl/cdge
betore me shis e i5 %e;y o Mary A.D.1920 by 7

Yooy Y, Nancting
Rtenry PO

STREET

My commission expiresJan. 5, 1924

! A B, Titus, o civil . engr, of the Count
Stote of' Arrzona, do hercby cc‘?‘f/ that [surve
north-eas?, nine ond 7hree- s ocres oflS
ship ! squth, Bange £ east, of 7he Gila and So/; 7
and Aeridiarn; and that the onnexed plat showing, ex-
teriors, boundiaries, blocks, streets, and olleys, is ofrue

moap of the sard survey.
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GILBERT
FIRE DEPT

X- e XTINGUISHER

In 1923 a group of citizens organized Gilbert’s volunteer fire department. Gilbert’s volunteer Fire
Department lasted for nearly 60 years! It dissolved in 1982. For the next three years, the Rural
Metro Fire Department (RMFD) managed a reserve Firefighters program. In 1985 the town signed
a contract with RMFD and hired two full-time firefighters. After Gilbert citizens voted in favor of
forming a municipal fire department, tr}e Gilber1t F1|r9e9%)epartment began providing services on
anuary 1, .




Yellow Jackets on way to Jerome—left to right—Joe Maier,
Johnny Cooper, Paul Crandall, Wilford Phelps, O. N. Vance

Y —Yellow Jackets

In 1925-26 3 men organized Gilbert’s Town
Basketball team and called themselves the Yellow
Jackets. Members of the teams included Larry
Allen, Orval Vance, Merrill Hatch, George Freestone,
Edwin Miller, Myron and Paul Crandall, Wilford
Phelps. Others who played were John Allen, Chuck
Rollins, Owen Allen, "Hose" Cooper, and Tom Scott.
The team was only in existence for 2 or 3 years.
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