How did the Ben & Mae Ong arrive in Gilbert?

Ben Ong was born in May 17, 1912 (Canton, China)
Youngest of 3 children.
His dad was a well educated teacher. 1* Editor and Chief of Chinese Times.
He arrived in the US (though Anget Isl) when he was 18 (Sponsored by Wing F Ong,
State Senator).
As Ben got off the ship and walking on the pier, met his dad for a brief time. That was
the last time he said his dad. His dad was going back to China to be with his wife.
Ben work as a cook on the railroad for awhile.
Moved to Gilbert in 1936.
Work the Eddie and Edith Dong {which owned Liberty Market).
Mae Hoo Quong was bom in Feb 14,1922 (Loomis, Calif).
The middle of 9 children.
Grew up on a fruit farm.
Her dad was Fruit Farmer and Buddist priest.
How did they met? :
Ben went to CA to look for a wife.
Ben and Mae were married in 1941.
They came back to live in Gilbert.
Joycelyn Marie Ong was born in March 19, 1942 (Southside Hospital, Mesa)
Went through the Gilbert School System and graduated from GHS in 1959.
Benton Lim Ong was bom in October 25, 1946 (Southside Hospital, Mesa)
Woent through the Gilbert School system and graduated from GHS in 1964.
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How did Ben & Mae Ong acquire Liberty Market?
Dad worked as clerk and butcher for the Dongs.
The Dongs opened Liberty Market on 9/15/1936 for $1,500.
Purchased Liberty Market from the Dongs in 1943 (Worked for 7 years).
Old Store
Half the size (south side of the center line).
Dirt parking lot (north side of center line).
Coke Cola painted the south was with their advertisement every couple of years.
Old yellow truck with “Liberty Market” painted on the doors that Dad used to deliver
groceries .
Brickwall was rediscovered with Dave during the remodei for the restrauant.
Wooden floors (had to oil them).



Old picture of my Dad and éister Joycelyn hangs near the bathrooms of the current Liberty
Mkt now (1945).
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Old house
2 bdrm, 1 bath.
Wooden structure.
Built behind the store (where the patio is located now).
Painted white, then green (Mom liked green).
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When did Liberty Market remodeled?
Remodel was complete in 1958.
The plan was to double the size of the main store.
Build in 2 phases (couldn't shut down and had to keep the old store operational).
1* phase — to build on the dirt parking lot.
2™ phase — to remode! the old store.
The "Liberty Market™ neon sign was designed by Mae. It costed was around $5000 in
1958.
Mom said the “i’ with the dot didn't standout, So, she designed it with a “star” instead.
Only the northside was neon to cut the cost.
Southside was painted pink and green.
Streets
What is now Gilbert Rd was named Main St.
Gilbert Rd was outside the downtown area.
The North street was named 1st St.
Liberty was on 1st and Maln (96 N Main).



By the side entrance, my dad's name and date was written on the cement. My name and
age was next to his. It's still there.



~ INVITES PUBLIC TO
ATTEND OPENING

The new Liberty Marh!f.. owted
by Ben and Mae Ong, will ctlebrate
the completion of the new structure
with a grand opeting, on Baturday,
May 4.

Freo baskets of food will be given

away st drawings held at 30 minute
intervals throughout the day. There
will be orchids for the lndles ond
batlans for the klddies,

Proe  delicncles  includlng lee

et e cream cones, milk, coffee and past-

iﬂu will be served throughout the

This opening will culminate years

. of dreaming and plannlng for B new
= super-market by the Ongs.

THE They have besn in the groeety

- ‘bmine:.snt.meccmro!m!nBL

and Second St. for the past 15 years.

The new store space 38 S0'XEE
with o warehouse at the rear 28°K-

—— iy g

0 PENMIAL - | viock, with the entire tront of pista
KT = uhunnulowmuruihmk.m
' gamp red brick s used in an ous~
door corner planter.
i Tha entire space fs lghted by
L lﬁ E'I"_\;T Y flourescent lght, with indirect
= 15 i | yghting in the canopy st the front
Ilnl’the hutlding.

The interlor is finished In a soft
mint green, with the new lslands
md nhzlvlnz in a harmonlous

0 N | A cumpletcly new market serving
counter occuples o Epace ut the
' ine gizssed in office leading from

3 | this area.

e 7[? | The south wall space is devoted to
- h Ishehtnn for canned goods, is a

| pumber of the center islands The
'm:rthmdapo:t!ann!mewﬁt
walls are devoted to codled and (ro-
ren bexes where vegeiables, frozen
foods, dalry products etc. nre dis-

yed.

Mr. Ong will bo nsslsted in the
markst department by two butchers
There will be stx (lerks on hand to
help the patrons and to man the
two checking stands on the day of
the grand opening.

.t

Q
/
S

Grand opening was on May 24, 1958.
Free baskets of food at a drawing every 30 minutes
Orchids for the ladies and ballcons for the kids.
Ice cream, coffee, and pasteries were served to all.

45' Construction s of concreta

| rear, with the stafr to the mezzan-




Why does Liberty Market look so different that the other store fronts in Old Gilbert?
In mid-1950s, the Chamber of Commerce decided to modernize Gilbert.
Ben & Mae ware the first to remodel.
Other merchants were reluctant to modernize their store because of cost.
Chamber of Commerce then decided to do western front because it was cheaper.

Gilbert’'s “Golden Age" started in 1958.
Start of bullding and remodeling.
Population started to grow.
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PARTY TIME-Mae Ong, centar right, was tha gracious hostess lsst Friday allsrnoon at an

Afterncon Tea Party for her many iriends and cusiomers thal '“helped bulld wonderful  bis
memories thal will Last a Hietime'* during the yoars that she a Ben operated the Liberty
Market here. On Mae's joft are Sam and Mary firomerl, new owners of the market, {Glibert fu:

News photo).

Liberty Market was sold in 1981 to Sam and Mary Bromert. Ben and Mae owned Liberty
Market for 38 years (from 1943 until 1981).



" (One of the last family pictures taken in 2005)

Where are the Ben & Mae Family?
Ben passed in Feb 13, 2006 at the age of 93 in Gilbert. {1936-2006=70 yrs)
Mae passed in Jan 30, 2012 at the age of 89 in Gilbert. (1941-2012=71 yrs)
Joycelyn lives in Arcadia, CA.
ASU, BA in Education and MBA.
Professor at Rio Hondo College in LA.
Retired.
Benton lives in Seattle, WA,
ASU, BS (Business) 1968.
Seattle University, MBA 1976.

Boeing 37 years, Technical Fellow in Advanced Computing Technologies.
Retired.



1 consider Gilbert as my hometown. Everybody that | met from Gilbert, | consider them to
be part of my extended family.
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Gilbert s

In closing:

Imagine Gilbert without the water tower.

Imagine Gilbert without that Liberty Market neon sign.
| think Gilbert would look very differant.



Other Historical Artifacts
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(My 4™ Grade Class — Teacher: Mrs Rose Divelbess)



