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Gilbert Oral History Project

Interviews June Morrison 
Date: July 9, 1992 
Location: Morrison home, 
Interviewer: Carol Shepherd

12930 E. Ell lot Road

Interviewer: Now your name was Neely before you were 
married. I wonder if we can go back -for a little bit and 
talk about your family, your mom and dad's family and their 
names. Your father was?

June Morrison: Clyde Neely.

Interviewer: 
country?

He came originally from what area of the

June Morrison : They came here from Texas. He was born in 
Alabama. They came directly from Texas to Arizona.

Interviewer: They made kind of a step migration then.

June Morrison : Yes, they did. My father was born in Alabama 
but always considered himself a Texan. He was, during part 
of his 1 ife, a cowboy. He would take herds down to Mexico, 
maybe be gone as much as six months, then he would come back 
across the 1 me and be at home for a while, and then do that 
again. So he was a cowboy, and at one time he was known as 
"Jack" Neely. We have a postcard somebody wrote him and it 
was addressed to "Jack" Neely. He had no middle name. His 
name was Clyde Neely, and there were fifteen children in the 
family, and all the others had numerous names, but he only 
had one.

Interviewer: Any reason for that?

June Morrison: None that I know of.

Interviewer: Did they run out of names

Wei 1 he was second in the family, so itJune Morrison:
doesn't really add up to me, but that's the way it was. He
had only one name.

Interviewer: What part of Alabama did they uome ir om.

June Morrison: Oneonta was where he was born. It's outside 
of Birmingham, not very tar. We visited there in 1939, so I 
saw the area where he was born. My parents visited some
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people there. But that 
he went back to Alabama

Do you have the

was the only time that
came to Arizona.

names of his parents?

William Henry Neely and Leota U1alah

I know o-f that
after he

Interviewer:

June Morrison:
111igirt All good.

Yes .

Interviewer: When did they come?

June Morrison: I would assume it was somewhere around 1921 
thc.t they came to Arizona. They came to Arizona before my 
parents. My mother's parents were also in Arizona, and they 
were around the area o-f Wilcox and Cochise.

Interviewer: What was your mother's maiden namen?

June Morrison: 
parents were German. My grandfather had a handlebar 
mustache, and he used to joke that if he got a quarter every 
time he washed dishes for my grandmother he would not have 
fifty cents. So he was of the old school , very much German 
both of them, although they were born in the United States.

Lehman. Her name was Minnie Mae Lehman. Her

Interviewer: So it was their parents who had immigrated .

June Morrison: Yes, it was their parents who had immigrated , 
evident 1y .

Interviewer: What brought the two famil ies out here?

June Morrison : Wei 1 , now I ' m going back to my parents. I
I'd like to go to that because I know it 

in the town where I was born, so I
know why they came, 
didn't rain for two years 
am sure that was why they came out here. Because my father 
was a -farmer, and obviously if it didn't rain -for two years

do much farming in a dry land farming 
I think also for myyou're not going to 

area. That's what brought them, 
grandparents on either side 
ranching. My grandfather on
ranching. Therefore they settled in , , •H_
niCB. rattle ranch. My grandfather on my father s side,
Wi 1 f i am ^Henry Neely, was a farmer and he came hereto farm 
And I think it was just sort of "go west young m«n type of 
thing, and the valley was settling and it was a 
adventure to come west -

they were in farming and 
’my mother's side was in cattle

Cochise where they had a

new

did they settle?Interviewer: Where
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June Morrison: My 
Gil bert . 9 ran d-f at her­ on my -father's side, here in

Interviewer: But where?

June Morrison: Well, he lived in what i 
Farms, just directly south of us one mile.is now White Fence

Interviewer: Did he take an eighty or a 160 acres or..?

June Morrison : You. know, I don't know exactly what he had. I 
assume that it was more 1 ike 160.

Interviewer:
whether or not he bought an existing -farm?

Do yuu know whether he homesteaded that or

June Morrison : No, 
that probably he bought it, because i-f I understand it 
correctly, most of this area was al ready cultivated and had 
been in production -for awhile.

I would like to talk about why the dams were built and why 
this valley was settled. It was settled because o-f the 
farmers. It was settled because the farmers paid assessments 
on their land, which built the dams, which gave them, the 
farmers, the water to go into production. If it hadn't been 
for the dams and the farmers paying the assessments so the 
government could build the dams, there would be no Salt 
River Valley as we know it.

Interviewer: Wei 1 , there would be no development in the 
community.

I really don't know that. I would think

June Morrison : There woul d be smal 1 pi atts al ong the t- ivei- 
is what there would be. So the farmers are the ones who

assessment on every acre of farmland.

what those assessments were?

paid. There was an

Interviewer: Do you know

Marvin this morning if he knew that.
, but IJune Morrison: I asked

I do not know exactly how much they were per acre 
think I can -find that out -from my brother. I think it would 
: " 1 a wnll1d figL,rE out the inflationary factor
b. ...zing, they d‘d P*V <-
on those dollars 
building the dam.

series of canals that brought theInterviewer: And then the 
water on out.
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June Morrison: Correct . Q-f rm,rcQ 4-u r , 
contours where the Indian's had buiu'Lla 1°^ ^ 
don't realize that the farmers are the ones who are 
responsible tor getting th*t nx. ar,-H h j. fh , , 9 cvt done ■ course, the government

’ j' 'l .7 ‘ ' farmers paying those assessments. It
wa= m> undet standing if yoLl didn't pay the assessments you 
didn t get water, so the assessments

Interviewer: Did they run with the land, 
property before the -Ful 1 
took over?

. Many people

were paid,

so if you sold your 
new ownerassessment was paid the

.June Morrison: Yes, I believe that would be the case .

Interviewer :
ran? Thirty years? The land was actually bonded, wasn't it?

Do you. have any idea how long the assessments

June Morrison: Yes. That's the way Marvin put it. The 
farmers bonded themselves in order to build those dams. 
That's what it amounted to.

Then the water rights to that water run withInterviewer: 
the 1 and?

Yes, that's right. Until recently when the 
new underground water law came into effect, and that's a 
whole different thing.

Interviewer: The 100 year water supply for a community? Is 
that what you are referring to?

June Morrison :

that's right.
about the dams because that's why we

The history of water 
Without water there

June Morrison : Yes,
I wanted to mention

It is because of the water.are here.
in Arizona is the history of Arizona, 
would not have been anything. . _w

1 want to get back also to names. As you know mywane f ^ n mv father had one name, andgrandmother had several names. r> id<_ of mvIt's Eunice Inez. And on one siae o+ my
clerk put Eunice Inez, and on thf..

seen that until
my name is not June, 
birth certificate the 
other side she put Emma Inez. I had never

recent1y.
Eunice, and the other side youareInterviewer: On one you 

s.re Emma?

June Morrison: That's right, 
called June because my sister,

about that I was 
is just two years older

And it tame
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than I, couldn't say Eunice 
just shortened to June 
essence it is 
doesn't say June.

so she said "Junice 
somehow. It stuck all

except that on my birth certificate it

and it was
my life. Inmy name

Interviewre: Spell Eunice for 

E-u-n-i-c-e I-n-

me .
June Morrison: e-z
Interviewer: 
names out please?

Your grandmother's name . Would you spel1 those

June Morrison: I 
Bible history.

may have to get the information off of the

Interviewer:
spelling for the transcription.

June Morrison:
Bible, because I notice when I go back that in one place it 
will be one way and in another place, another way, 
sometimes. Human error. We're just not all perfect.

I just want to be sure we have the correct

Wei 1 , they're not always correct even in the

Interviewer: You were how old when your family came here?

June Morrison: When my family came to Arizona, I was nine 
months old. I have never yet been to my birthplace to know 
it. When our oldest son was getting his wings at Beeville,

"Mother wouldn't you like to go and seeTexas he said,
La Pry or on our way home? Wouldn't you 1 ike to go by and see 
where you were born?" I said,
morning long while he was finishing his flying, 
watching television and listening to the broadcast, and they

evacuating people out of the area we
it had rained so much. Now I told 

at one time, but in this

"I'd love to do that." But all
I was

were saying they were 
wanted to go into, because 
you it hadn't rained -for two years

much that they were evacuating people, 
So I have never, ever seencase it had rained so 

so of course we did not go by.
the area where I was born . LaFryor R .

It in the jr»>, I iln Jni' n T.K..,
country, .her. th. R.° “ ‘™"d. I think th.r. i. .

Texas.

ctnd there is an area 
wilderness area park there.

can lease ground for hunting. You 
,-nH =nd then go as often as you want to hunt 

d father-in-law who has those rights, and 
day and called me from LaPryor. So

I do know in Texas you 
can 1 ease this 
on it. Our son has a 
he went to LaPryor one
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that's as close as I have 
I've never been back to

So that's where 1 was born k..* , then my little brother was hnLT ^ Came °Ut here ’ and
was the last ot six children thlrteen months later. That

Interviewer: Can

^ee^t keen to LaPryor to know it.

you name those children -for me?

June Morrison: Yes. f 
W., that's Charles William,

Lorena Mae, who married Verl Brown. C.
named a-fter both o-f his grand­

parents, and he married Modene Arledge. Then W. R . , Warren
Roy, and he has been married twice. The -first time to Verba 
Mathews, and the second time to Revy White. Then my sister 
Margaret , who is married to Calvin V. Weldon. And my younger 
brother, Rex Lehman Neely, married to Rusty. Louise Murphree 
is her name, but we always called her Rusty. That's 
M-u-r-p-h-r-e-e .

Interviewer: An unusual spelling.

June Morrison : Yes, it is. So that was the six children. I 
have always gone by June, through school , and even on my 
driver's 1 icense I have June Neely Morrison. The only thing 
that I have my other names on are legal documents. The land 
and things o-f that sort.

You grew u.p in bilbert, then, and you andInterviewer:
Marvin actually went to school together.

the -fi-fth grade. We sat nextYes. I hat was inJune Morrison: 
to each other in nearly everything.

where he -first let you knowHe said that wasInterviewer: 
that he was interested in you.

June Morrison: Yes, he did.

Gilbert, what was thatInterviewer : For a girl gt owing up in
clubs that you belonged to? You were

1 ike? Did you have any 
a -farm girl , o-f course. belong to 4-H?Did you

to 4_H. I belonged to Camp 
that I remember that IJune Morrison: I didn't belong

Fire Girls. It was the onl y c u ^ went to some church
belonged to in those ear y y * . club I remember,
groups, but that's the only organised

o-f the Methodistmembers
Interviewers Your Tamil / wet- e 
Church, I believe?
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June Morrison: My -Tamil v hpinnn ^ ,

But my parents were Saptxsts. Meth°dlst ^ ^ile.

Interviewer: Did a lot o-f 
church?

people go into Mesa to go to

June Morrison: A -few. We were, one of -few.

Interviewer: Were there any social organizations -for women? 
One o-f the things I have been looking -for is someone who has 
some insight as to whether or not there were garden clubs or 
things that your mother may have belonged to.

June Morrison: I belonged to a garden club -for some time in 
the Forties and early Fifties. We had a garden club in 
Gilbert. There was a Women's Club in Gilbert, but my mother 
did not belong to the Women's Club. With six children, my 
mother didn't have time to belong to clubs. In later years 
she would have had time. She was not a joiner, so to speak, 
probably because of al 1 that she had to do for the family, 
and then because of the habit of not being in those 
organizat ions . In 1 ater years she did belong to one in Mesa.

The garden club in Gilbert, what was it?Interviewer:
Did you do any community projects?

June Morrison: As a matter o-f -fact we did. We planted 
•flowers where the Circle K is in downtown Gilbert, across 
•from the old City Hall . We planted a strip of fl owers there 
and kept it cultivated -for a while before the Circle k went 
in. Not too long before the Circle K went in. 
whether it was two years or exactly how long it was.
pictures of that.

Interviewer: That would have been in

I don't know
We have

the Fifties?

June Morrison: Probably* yes.

Interviewer: What about ^ 
women's circles, card clubs.

had circles
Methodist Church 

s group, and so

Did you havechu.rch organizat ions .

at least in the later years, 
Every Methodist Church

There
•June Morrison : We 
and have had in the 
is to have a women■

they nearly all do.
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missionaries

Interviewer: Your uwn -family, you. have how many children?

June Morrison: Three, although we had five 
children. We lost a boy and 
probably they would have 
A1 1 en ,
weighed, wel1,

We 1ost two
a girl . They were premature. 

survived today. The boy was Mark 
and he was just two days old when he died and

they didn't weigh them. They assumed about 
•four pounds. They didn't weigh them because they didn't 
handle them that much. Then the girl they didn't weigh -for 
sure. She was even less developed. She was just six months, 
and she lived one day. Marsha Marie.

Our oldest son is Richard Neely Morrison, and he was born 
in 1947. We lost the two children between Richard and Scott.
Scott Clyde Morrison, and he was born in '54 
Clark Morrison was born in '5B. So we have three sons.

and Howard

Interviewer: How many grandchi 1 dren?

June Morrison: Eight grandchi 1 dren.

Interviewer: And the boys? They eai_h married who?

June Morrison: Richard married Elaine Grangaard. Scott
Wilson. AndStormyand that is her namemarried Stormy,

Howard married Jana Frederick -from Texas.

is here. Elaine and RichardElaine o-f courseInterviewer: 
are here.

June Morrison: Scott and Stormy are here. 

Interviewer: Your other child:-

Austin, Texas.June Morrison : Howard is in
. They were growing-family -farming historyInterviewer: Your 

al-fal-fa hay? Any cattle:-

June Morrison: My father ^ sQme cattle. And he did
he died. But he hadn't been in the 

lonq. Oh, I am going to guess two or 
ju=t feeding out some cattle in 

cowboy experience he always kind of

early years, always 
have catt1e at the time
cattle business very 
three years, and he was 
pens. But because o-f his
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wanted to have a ranch. Didn't 
consider a ranch today.

Interviewer: Did he do

real 1y have one as we

ar,y things outside of -farming?
June Morrison: Oh, yes, he 
project Board o-f Governors, 
although I don't know how 
also in Farm Bureau.

was on the Salt River
a number o-f years, 

many years he was on that . He was

Interviewer: On the Salt River Project 
been one o-f the earl ier board

Board, he must have
members?

June Morrison : 01 course, that would have probably been in 
maybe the late Thirties, but I believe it was 

probably the Forties and early Fi-fties. He was not on there 
ah t h f time the dams were built, o-f course, because that was 
1900 or so.

the Forties,

Interviewer: Do you remember him talking about any o-f their 
unique problems at the time he was a board member? Things 
they were deal ing with on water issues?

June Morrison : I would have to think about that one a 
little. Oh, I suppose the manner o-f voting would have been 
something. How you voted -for board members, and whether you 
voted your acres or whether you voted one man, one vote.
That would have come up about that time. You voted your 
acres at one time, but it came around to voting one person , 
one vote in 1 ater years. And, of course, voting your acres 
would be di-f-ficult -for a lot o-f people to take today. They 
would think that that would be unfair. They didn't think it

I am sure that issue probably camewas unfair in those days, 
up .

1 ittle to your husband about the
area. WhatInterviewer: I talked a 

problems associated with 
were some of the problems you 
developing around you? You *re

the development of this
remember from this area
still facing that problem.

if he would have toldJune Morrison: Oh, y®S J . ^ ^move^back to this house we 
you this, but When we iirjBt moved epty and he
standing on the east side and he said , "

will want to buy this, and you'll 
it." He told me that

were
was

I guess you
looking over there
know that someday somebod/ ,
be an old so-in-so if you don tel 
thirty-si;-; years ago, and n° *q- where 
You. know we went through P

being developed then .
Gilbert made the

9page



Gilbert Oral History Project

SSSHr “:v‘-made that remark it was ^ 1 ' S° ^
made . any progress had been

Yes, there have been, there 
lose control of what are, those -feelings that
are those feelings that"^^^! ^ ^'
o-f your property to build

you
There

you have to give up part
rr a r°ad , -for instance? Would you

take off par t o-f a person's building to promote the 
community interest':' Why no, you wouldn't do that. But you 
would take a person's land and think nothing o-f- it.

Interviewer : 
roads were improved.

Of course, they did that to you when these

June Morrison: What is the dif-ference? It is our livelihood. 
It is absolutely our livelihood. You cannot grow alfalfa on 
the cement. And so you have those feelings that this isn't 
real 1 y f air .

Interviewer: When did your father bring water down here?

June Morrison: The year would be difficult to pinpoint. 
There again I am sure my ol der brother would know, 
shortly after we moved here, because I do not remember 
having a well here.

But

did he have to go? Gilbert Road?Interviewer: How far
It would

f "oiTi.r.tstreet, we'11 say 
c1ose.

hand dug that ditch:Interviewer: So he

June Morrison: Well, I d°n't J^th /’town^f-f ic ial s , and they 
!t. He got the water here. per, they don't care
have had it in writing in way it is going to
what happened in the past. This i-
be.

i

will develop?feel this areaInterviewer: Do you

Oh , yes -•June Morrison :
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interviewer: What are the advantages to 
say, remaining a county island. 9 to development over,

June Morrison: Well, oniy financial
the cflbt. it you •figured -i -i- ,. _ _
advantage, that would be the onlv°th9 ° p® * flnancial
is no way I can have a better s tu^ ont0 me. ^ 

t l _> , situation than I am in nqht
n°W; t^t c^n^e0plec^a11 me and say...in tact some of the

t P in Phoenix have called and wanted to buy
thi - place^. I say, hind me a place that has this much water
right, -hib much privacy, and I'll talk to you." Bu.t I don't

possibly. I-f that is

get any cal 1s back .

Interviewer: It is quiet.

.June Morrison: Very, very quiet.

Interviewer: You have a rural atmosphere with the ability to 
be close to a metropolitan area.

June Morrison : And we have had all of our lives. We have 
always been able to go into Phoenix at night and see Fred 
Waring or whoever was in town. We have always had the 
abil ity to drive in and drive out the same night, and be 
back here.
blessed in that we have something that pro-fessional people 
work their whole 1 ives to have. We have a place in the 
country where we can 1 ive, and that's what many professional 
people want . If they can just have a place -for a horse or 
some kind o-f bucolic sort o-f atmosphere.

I have o-f ten said also that we have been very

have to be willing to drive toInterviewer: Of course, they 
do it.

June Morrison : Right.

to make a comute.don't haveInterviewer : And you
ii H-r'f have to commute as much as we did in 

: We d Uo Phoenix, but not as much as weJune Morrison 
the past. We still go 
did.

not every day.Interviewer: It's
and hardBut my husband worked long 

I have known him to work close to
had a -flood in order to get out 

worked round the clock.

June Morrison: 
tor the things we have, 
three days at a time when we 
grain that was stored in a

Oh, no.

barn. He
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Tape 1, side 2

Interviewer: Other 
just the -fact that 
this property would 
■for you.

JoutS?5’ 1 WDUld think’ besides
mean aJ °Se y°Ur privacy. to developed 
mean a tremendous change in lifestyle

June Morrison: It is 
us, because it von Hof ^omp1ete ’oss of a way of life for 
.. . . >Dl-1 develop you 1 QSe the land. If you lose
the land, you no longer farm. If you se11 al , y0ur ,and
and develop all ot your land. So, yes, it is a completely 
diffefent way of life, and we have heard from those farmers 
who have sold and developed how they wish they hadn't, 
ot them. ’ many

Interviewer: Do many ot them regret their decision?

June Morrison: 
them do, yes.

I wouldn't say all ot them do, but some ot

Interviewer: There has been a new development in recent 
years. A number ot farmers who have sold have found
themselves getting back all of the land that was once debt 
free and it is now debt ridden.

it's certainly different than it was inJune Morrison: Well , 
the Forties and Fifties when we were always able to pay off 
our debts and have considerable left to put into another 

. It is different now because the farmer has been hityear
with low prices for our products and high prices for the

it is very difficult to stay inthings we have to buy, so 
farming .

evolved into a big business. At one 
and be self sufficient on the 

special ized .

Interviewer: Farming has 
time you 
farm. Now farmers are more

could grow everything

could, but I didn't live in the 
sufficient. My mother grew

through the depression, 
vegetables, but it

June Morrison: I suppose you 
Jay that you cauld be self 
vegetables, and indeed we 
the so called Big Depression, 
wasn't solely to support us. 
they were fresh and they were 

well as a savings-
■family, it did help. But 1 ^the farm, 
everything could be raised J d dad CLlt up a beef or a

At one time I d i d s®f "''jhey came in and they put 
Pig on our kitchen table.

did 1ive
She grew

1 iked to grow things, and
good, and it was

did have a large 
the time when

She a way of life
Since we

did seeto her as
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newspapers on the table, and they both 
beef , and then my mother woul d 
it. The only way to

worked and cut that 
can it instead o-f frees ing

can it. She would put 
So it was hard work.

. preserve it was to
quart jars of- meat in the basement 
Very hard work , and took a 1ong time.

Interviewer: Without air conditioning it was very hot work.

indeed. So we did have 
came primarily through hard work, 

I guess, when you really think o-f it.

June Morrison: It was very hot work, 
that sort o-f thing, but it 
as most things do,

Interviewer: Let's talk about this house a little bit. Your 
-father built it?

June Morrison : My -father bought. He bought -from a man name 
o-f Wago. I don't know how to spell that. I suppose W-a-g-o. 
But I do know that the man went broke -farming , and my -father 
liked the -fact that it was o-f-f the highway. With six 
children he wanted a place that was back o-f-f the roadway, 
and this was ideal to him. The house was here. There was a 
place -for the bathroom, but no bathroom -fixtures. The man 
couldn't pay -for the -fixtures. Later my -father put the 
bathroom -fixtures in.

Interviewer: Right after he bought this he brought the water 
down -frorn Gi 1 bert?

June Morrison: Yes, very shortly a-f ter that.

electricity in this house at thatInterviewer: Did you have 
time?

I rememberhad electricity here.
had carbide lights, and I

smel1 that odor today I
it had a peculiar kind

June Morrison: A1 ways
living in a house where we

I-f I were toremember the odor. 
would still know what it was

1ittle
, because 

1 ike camp 1 ight . Not keorsene.
o-f an odor. It was a 
But it had it's own peculiar odor.

Gilbert?that house here inInterviewer: Was
two miles south o-f GilbertIt wasYes it was.June Morrison: 

and Elliot. Directly south.
rent that pi ace:•f ol ksInterviewer: Did your
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June Morrison: I think the 
I think that is why

Interviewer: That seems to have b 
rental . Then he bought this property?

June Morrison: Yes.

house r 
we were there.came with the leased 1 and .

a popul ar mode o-f

Interviewer: What was the 
into this place? year that you and Marvin moved

June Morrison: 1955, he said.

Interviewer: You basically raised your family here?

June Morrison: Except for Richard who 
moved here.

was seven when we

Interviewer: Where were you 1 iving before you moved here?

June Morrison : We lived at Recker Road and almost Guadalupe. 
We still have that house.

Interviewer: Of course, you have the dairy out there too. 
And the farm land.

Interruption in tape.

I was born in 1924, and soon that would have
it was difficult for this

June Morrison : 
been depression time, so of course 
man to continue on.

lot of farmers who had thatInterviewer: There were a 
problem .

June Morrison: Yes.

the fami 1 y Bible.Break to check spel1ings from

of thecotton becauseInterviewer: 
devel opment?

June Morrison: Because of the 
cotton any 1onger in 
are too close. The 
doctor's malpractice 
such things. So you see 
product would come al ong

You can't grow

can't grow 
and the housesdevelopment we 

The schools 
too much. 

t get
i some pi aces 
1iability is 

, except we can 
’ makes it very

could grow..

It is just 1 ike a 
insurance against 

Now if adifficult.
. In the yearsit

that we
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that we didn't growsome^other°croDS-- ^ 9T *1 aK ' We grew

none of them actual' SU9arbeets 
were more experimental than 
return that cotton did, 
around .

safflower. We grew 
watermel on, but

y were 1ong term. They 
anything. They did not have the 

therefore they didn't stay

Interviewer: So alfalfa 1S absolutely the only thing 
grow here that has the return? you can

.June Morrison: At the moment. We have thought about turning 
it into a plant nursery, flower farm. You name it. We've 
just about run the gambit. Herbs, 
haven't looked.

basil. It is not that we 
it's just the return is not there. Then ,

too, you have to think about what your experience is. So 
many people lose their money because they go into things 
they have no experience in, and we just don't want to do 
that. All of our ventures have been in agriculture. The 
dairy, the cattle ranch and the farm are all agriculture.

Interviewer: If you decided to sell this off, what would you 
do? Would you consider staying here or would you personal 1 y 
want to rel ocate?

June Morrison : We have considered both and the decision is 
not made at the present time.

still thinking about?It's something you areInterviewer:
Everyday.Yes, actively thinking about.

rather hard to leave here?

It would be very, very hard. 
fool myself about it.

June Morrison :

Wouldn't it beInterviewer:

No
June Morrisons Absulutely . 
question about it. I can't

have before you have 
time table for that?

think you 
made? Is there a

Interviewer: How 1ong do you 
to have this decision 1

June Morrison : Probably within a year
that is going to develop

rest of this tr
decision:-Interviewer: Is the 

kind of what is pushing your
out and the1eave a pi ace

is difficult too. 
into. How you want to 

then you

If you
devel opment°passes you by,

« S in
that

houses
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probably want to go with 
is high. And so the -fl 

we have thought ow at the time that the_ cycle 
about all o-f those things.

!Interviewer: It can't have been easy.
June Morrison: No, it's not easy .

property has been in your -family sixtyInterv1ewer: This 
years?

June Morrison: Yes. Sixty one years this year. 

Three generations?

Yes.
Interviewer :

June Mornosn: Right. Three generations, correct. And I can 
tel 1 you that I am not the most sentimental 
-family. I am sentimental ,

one in the
but I am not the most sentimental, 

because I have sometimes wanted to take down old structures 
that have been here all my 1 i-fe, and some o-f my -family have 
protested saying, “Mom,
I said, "Yes,
down." So, it's di-f-ficult to make changes. The longer you 
stay in a certain groove, the harder it is to get out. And 
we've been in the agricultural mode a long time. It will be 
hard to get out. There is no question.

that's been here all o-f your li-fe." 
I know it has, but I think it is time it came

Let's talk a little bit about your school.Interviewer:
Going to school you had dances and things. When did you and 
Marvin decide to get married?

decided to get married on TuesdayJune Morrison : Wei 1 , 
night and we were married on Saturday. So that wasn t a very

we

1ong engagement.

little bit o-f decision makingInterviewer: Must have been a 
ahead o-f that .

June Morrison: I suppose that is true. ,h ,
together a long time. We had been in school together since g-uner a long ci tn college together through our
the fifth grade. We had gone t war came right in the
•freshman year, and then of ^-OL Marvin continued on in 
middle of the freshman year.'The August. . . . Wen ,
school during the summer, an earl ier than that. He went
actually he went into t had Qnl y gotten into his
into the service from echo ■ called to go into the
Junior year a few weeks "h*n baBic training, and went 
service. So he went and had 1 ' then the hue and cry was
into some college work in Ohio. B

We had been going
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their education and not hL to be al ] owed to continue 
He was taken right out of co, “ the 9round forces,
to the infantry in Texas an ! "1th ? broken leg and sent 
j._ Qn thrmmh -11 +-1- and de da<=* a broken ankle and hadto gu through «1 1 that physical torture with a broken ankle.

Good grief!Interviewer:

June Morrison: Because the hue and cry of the country 
thctt they were privileged because they were studying 
engineering and so -forth.

was

He would have made a very good
eng 1neer .

Interviewer: He came home sometime, 
to France, and you were married?

I assume, before he went

June Morrison : Right. He came home in August and we decided 
on Tuesday night to get married, and we were married on 
Saturday right here.

Interviewer: Who was your maid o-f honor?

June Morrison : My sister, Margaret . The best man was 
Kenneth, Marvin's brother 
entire1y fami1y.

And those attending were almost

While he was gone, what did you do?Interviewer:

June Morrison: I -finished college. I graduated -from ASU and 
then I took a job ait an al-fal-fa dehydrating plant in the 
area. There was one that had been there -for some years, and 
then there was a new one that sprung up, but I worked at the

I worked the full time he was gone. And 
, I worked also. I had gotten

a position as a teacher in California, but, of course, when 
I found out that he was going to be coming home in the 
spring, I gave the school notice that I wouldn't be teaching

traditional one, and 
after he came back, for a while

in the fal 1 .
found out he washad to be shocked when youI nterviewer: Y ou 

wounded .
had died in January, andTune Morrison: Yes. My mother vear

Marvin was wounded in February thej^me yea. .
this telegram, and in f^c » * f the grapevine that the,
is like. My father heard by Pol ice today, had a
what would amount to _ne out what the contents were,
telegram -for me, before

We received
what a smal1 town
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Interviewer: That must have
been -frighteni ng -for him.

"slightly wounded*! '^WeM T iV-d l*™* U Said he 

•friends or husbands had that t 'n?W? other people whose 
to be considerably worse than and ifc turned DLlt
Marvin ' 5 fortunate,* „« a “eol if ah™? “ ’" 
him yet today. And the body has P
always shows up in a lung x 
remove it twice,
•it out .

was

But
that he has in

just surrounded it, and it 
~ray. "I he Army surgeons tried to 

and it's just too deep. They couldn't get

Interviewer: Working at the alfalfa plant, the dehydrating 
plant, that actually dries the al-falfa doesn' t it?

June Morrison: Yes. Correct .

Interviewer : Don't they have the great big tumbling bins?

June Morrison: How to do it?

Interviewer: Yes.

June Morrison : I never did see that process. I worked in the 
of f ice tor years, and I routed the -freight cars that took it 
to Iowa or II 1 inois. Sometimes they made it into rabbit 
pellets, and sometimes they made it into chicken teed, so it 
came in different forms. But the railroads were always happy

So that was one of the thingsto have it go over their line.
I did, but I did other things, of course. 
a lab there. They always tested the alfalfa to see how much 
protein was in it, because that was the way you sold it. If

received more money per ton then it

Filing. There was

it was high protein you 
it were low protein, 
the office and they would

1abortory right there atSo there was a
test the alfalfa before it left.

outside the house for a number ofInterviewer: Did you work 
years?

After Marvin came home, well 
that very first year, but notJune Morrison: Not very long 

our first son was born, not in 
very long after that either, 
then besides that I kept books ime
■for a number of years. By the something like
gave that up . I must have - h 5 between Richard and
years, because there are seve 
Scott. It was sometime

was plenty to do, andThere
for the ranch , for the farm

the second son was born I
seven

born that I gave upafter Scott was
keeping the books .
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Interviewer: That 
of everything on a farm .

was a pretty big job though keeping track

June Morrison: It 
behind when the fel 1 
and took over the

was such
ow came who became 

bookkeeping .

a bi<3 Job that I was pretty far 
the office manager

Interviewer: Let's talk just 
farming. There's been 
wouldn't have needed

a minute about the evolution of 
^ big change. Now your father probably 

a bookkeeper.

June Morrison: He needed one, but he didn't have one .
Interviewer : He didn't have one?

June Morrison : 
over the office, or all 
working. Papers were everywhere. So he needed one, but he 
didn't have one .

His bookkeeping was very sporadic and was all 
over the desk , wherever he was

Interviewer: Now you almost need a fleet of them?

June Morrison: Oh, yes. The requirements today that the 
government enforces are onerous. They are really onerous. My 
parents complained about it in their day, but they were 
nothing compared to what we have today. Nothing. Well , 
that's a whole different subject.

You have a large enough operation that you areInterviewer:
involved in not only keeping track of the crops and all of 
the paperwork associated with that, but you also have to 
keep track of labor, of stock, lots of facets o+ the ag

business .

June* Morrison: Then sometimes the restrictions 
rid!culoCs When the government says that water -join, to

into the Ella River, they re simply o+t
Sometimes you just

are

run from our place 
their rocker, 
say,

not going to happen.
to comply?"It is

"What's the use of trying
water will runthey telling you yourI nterviewer: Why are 

into the Gila River?
, the water is supposed 
u.pposed to make all of 

into the
developments today 

You are s
so that the i
contaminated.

contamination on

•June Morr 1 son : I n
to go into the underground.
these retaining areas 
underground and not be 
contaminated if you

water will go
Weil , it's going to be 

the farm or in the
have
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subdivision , or wherever it i<= k +-
-■-«:* 5*Ylno te"“’e

whatever it is, south o-f
going into the 

es , or
going to get there.

is nineteen mil 
It is notus .

I-f it does,Interviewer : it will probably be clean .
June Morrison: I-f it gets there, 
the things are just ridicul 
"I'm not going to do it." 
than it is Marvin. I am much

it will be clean. Sometimes 
ous and you just eventually say, 

But , o-f course , that is more me
more a rebel than he is. But a 

■few t imGb they have ignored things that kept coming 
that. It is just more than

such as
a person can take when you have 

to have storm doors on the post o-f -f ices in Southern 
Cal lfornia because you have to have storm doors in Minnesota
or in Massachutes. You know it does not make sense. So it is 
the same kind o-f thing. It is necessary some places, but it 
is not necessary everywhere, and when you know that, you 
rebel. You just say, "No!"

Interviewer: How did your -family come out here? Did they 
ship their things, and drive out?

June Morrison : My parents drove out. My uncle, Otto Neely 
and his brother drove a team o-f horses -from Texas. But my 
parents drove out , and we stil 1 have a tin box that they 
brought some things in.

Interviewer: Did they have a two wheeler on the back? There 
must have been al ot ot things -for that -family?

•June Morrison : With so many children, at that time, o-f 
course, five, and one a baby, you would think it wouldn t be 

. ’ ’ , r„__ hM+. they managed. I don t know it it
possible even to come, 1 Y m Tdon't remember much,
was a truck or not. At nine months 1 oon

don,t pemember much. Just the logistics 
would have been a nightmare.Interviewer: No, you 

ot keeping diapers clean

Terrible, - about what kids did tor tun
at this house. At 
. The boys wauld 
they would send which 

thing that we

June Morr ison :
One thing I wanted to mention 

and all was we used to play Annie Uvc 
that time this was the end of the house

this house, tnen
and that's one 

n. boy. pi.y-0
throw a basebal1 over 
ever one around the corner 
played. We played jacks-

and the girls P aH 
Played a lot of paper dol =■

dolIs and paper
t get my grandchildrenmarbl es , I can'
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interested in playing 
the hour. paper dolls. We cut out paper dol1s by

Interviewer: Did you ever make them out of catalogs?
June Morrison: I imagine 
interesting to us. we did. Fashion was very

I have bought old fashioned 
. , , , T r t , , and the kids just aren't
interested. If I cut them out they might 
minutes. I was 
things we did.

You know.
clothes for paper dolls.

play with them two 
so surprised because that was one of the 
And , course, swings and gymnastic type of 

things. But also playing on farm equipment and just whatever 
was around .

Interviewer: Did you ever have to help out in the fields?

June Morrison: I never did help in the fields at al 1 . My 
brothers did. They worked very, very hard. They would sew 
grain into gunny sacks, into burl ap bags, and then have to 
lift those 100 pound sacks on the combines. And the chaff 
from the combines was just terrible. Then sometimes they

No ,

would sleep down in the basement in the daytime because it 
was cool er. They woul d put a fan at the head of the stairs 
and they would sleep down there in the daytime and then work 
at night.

Interviewer: Did that chaff ever get stuck in their skins?

It was just very uncomfortabl e.

about other things that you did.

June Morrison:
Swimming

Interviewers What 
in the canal?

_ -■ in fho rsriAls we did. And then oneJune Morrison: Swimming in the caI]a n lpQo
r . . i,- ri i ri 4-h^f T think was 11 legal wc.sof the things that peuple did tr , -fiat

to Ski on the canals. They wou1 ^peSto it, then tie a rope 
board, and then they would ti ^ cana]s in the canal
to the car and they would _ki
water .

the canal ?ever ski onI nterviewer: Did you
■ • pi hut people did do that. When 

June Morrison: No, I never ■ » lv one bov who had a car.
high school there wa j^m not very intrested in
, oh , I suppose a u • , WOul d call today a

It was what peop^ ^g school because

interes gradusted with eighteen in

we were in 
His car was
cars so I don't know. 
Jalopie. But it was the 
it was the only one

Weon campus.
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our ulass and, of course, that 
probably 100 kids in school, 
all. Freshmen through 
everybody else, and the

was in 1941 . Wei 1 ,
Maybe. Counting -freshmen and 

seniors, you know. So everybody knew 
car was o-f great interest.

there were

Interviewers What about school dances and things like that?

June Morrison: We had quite a few of those. One of the 
things people did was to listen to the world 
Baseball World Series. series.

I mean when you would go into a store 
it was 1 ike people now watching the Olympics. They would be 
listening to the radio and the World Series 
who was going to win.

and wondering
And that was a big deal . Sometimes we 

would have a radio at school at noontime. We would 1 isten to 
the World Series.

Or sometimes we'd have a dance at noon. We had more dances 
than anything else I can think o-f on a regnal r basis. I said 
Marvin and I went steady, that is we didn't go with anyone 
else to speak ot , but we didn't go steadily like people do 
today. If we went out in one semester a half a dozen times, 
that was probably a big lot. We went with each other 
not very often.

but

Interviewer: Weren't you probably in a group of kids a great 
deal of time where you were together but...

Right. We were definitely that way.□h ,June Morrison : yes .

Interviewers What about a soda fountains-

And IJune Morrisons We did have a soda fountain in Gilbert, 
told that the old fountain is still in that building.

It has never been
am
That it is still around somewhere, 
resurrected and put back, but 1 wa^> told m recen _ years
that it was still there.

kind of hang out there?Interviewers Did you
had were Red Rivers

out that was theYes. And the things we
and Green Rivers, and when Cherry Lake ^ame^ of coursB

didn't go -f or but see people did . Jhen th„

with ice cream was a bigrootbeer float was one 
almost anything. The A & W rootbeet
treat .

out of town?to dancesInterviewers Did you ever go
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June Morrison: I don'tschool, except as juniors Ve put^on^h^T hi9h

■for the seniors, and we sold candy all ’ -L,nlor/Senlor 
cents a bar in order to put 
Juniors we had that

Prom
year long at -five

on this prom. When we were
Chandler, so that was a big deal irs^t '
kissed me was at the San Marcos in Chandler. And that'was 
when we were Juniors in high school

ever

Interviewer: What about when 
juniors hold your prom.

you were seniors. Where did the

June Morrison : Wei 1 ,
that. Marvin probably remembers, but I don't, 
started yet because it didn't start until December, and I 
was trying to think. Bu.t the clouds were real 1 y around. I 
don't know that that would have had any e-f-fect. I think that 
would not have had any e-f-fect. But during our junior year we 
sold Musketeer bars and the peanut brittle bars -for -five 
cents a bar.

isn't it -funny that I can't remember
The war hadn't

Interviewer: Bit of Honey?

June Morrison : The bit o-f Honey was one o-f them, and the 
Engl ish To-f-fee bar. Surprising how big it was. 
see that today. They sell it -for twenty—five cents or more. 
English To-f-fee. All o-f those. We sold those and made enough 
money to have an orchestra, to rent the room, and all o-f 
those things.

Interviewer: Did you have a dinner

I-f we coul d

■for the seniors?

It was a prom, and 
But noiTySriss1. on, .

th,t«... -

had refreshments. And we had live mu_ic.
then .nice, 

at the San Marcos.

other class projects?

Interviewer: That was pretty

it wasJune Morrison: Yes,

have anyI nterviewer: Did you
to do the yearbook,

the most aw-ful
we had 

, and it was
I don't know why we

June Morrison: Our senior Y6*1?
and we 
thing you ever saw.
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were supposed to do that, 
terrible . It a lot o-f work and justwas

Interviewer: 
■fine.

'i ou probably thought it was going to come out

June Morrison: I suppose so, but it didn't. It was really

in that t- oom, and later in high school 
that room.

was in orchestra in

Interviewer: What instrument did you play?

June Morrison :
time when I played viola some. Marvin played several things. 
Violin primari1y.

I played piano primarily, but there was a

Interviewer: You went all through that school then?

•June Morrison: Uh, yes. Then the high school . So those 
admin istrat i ve o-f -f ices now, they bring back ever so many 
memories.

Interviewer: They are beaut i-ful .

June Morrison : They are very nice.

Interviewer: Who was in your class with eighteen students?

Well , Ruth Gieszl who is now in the communityJune Morrison :
did not cipau.date with us, but during part o-f the /ears o-f

in our class. Then sheour schooling in Gilbert she was
moved to Cal if orn 1 a and graduated in L-al i-fornia.

Then her...who later became her sister-in-1 aw,
- Ruth Gieszl . She was in our class 

and was one o-f my very best friends. Anna Wallace was in our 
class, and she presently lives in Prescott And Jack Eddy.
He is a pharmacist, or has been a pharmacist, he may be 
retired now in California. And Sheldon Lofgreen , Daryl Slade

She was our
same age . 
Ruth Blakely her name was

and A1-fred Sotomayor. think back and remember that in grade
not with us. They were in a

We would
And , o-f course ,

school the Mexican ^^^1 ^separate building.
the winding o-f the Maypole or

di-f-ferent thing when

we

separate building 
get together sometimes for 
something 1 ike that. But it wa_ ver,
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we got to junior high, 
with us. Then the Mexican children were all in

The reason -for that 
speak English well 
the sixth grade.

WSb that at one time they just didn't 
enough to be in the classes to go through 

r _ . . . , Well , that was the stated reason. I don't
know 1+ that was entirely it or not. But truly they didn't 
speak very much Engl ish. And so when they got to the place 
where they louI d speak enough English to keep up with the 
classes, then they were in with everyone else.

Interviewer: They were mainstreamed then? As -far as -farm 
labor. Let's skip over to -farm labor -For a second. When 
there were so many people out here picking cotton, was there 
a contractor that came to the -farm and said, "I have -fifty 
workers," you know, or did they just come individually and 
hire on?

June Morrison: They came individually. One of the things I 
had to do for my father, and I didn't mind doing it at al 1 , 
was to help him check the amounts of cotton that people 
picked everyday. It would be done on an adding machine tape 
and he would read off all these numbers, because every 
Saturday he paid them in cash. And I recal 1 that he would 
get $50 to pay these workers every Saturday. At least $50. 
Mow some of the kids at school said, 
your dad can get $50 from the bank every week."
To them that was just an awful lot of money, and there was

"There's no way that
But he did.

that he could do that .
Well , I would sit there, and he would read off these 

numbers and check. And every once in a while he would read a 
wrong one to see if I was paying attention. Then we paid 
them in cash. And it really wasn't very much money. Not very 
much at all . But those people's troubles were my father's

w, if they were going to have a baby and 
to get the wife to the doctor, he might

no way

troubles. You know 
there was no way 
have to take her.

Interviewer: Where did they live while they were working tor 
you?

said awhile ago, leasing property you
And that was the same 

The house was
June Morrison: As we

qet the house with it.
You general 1y got a house.

lot of just ordinary houses. Very 
the properties. And if you bought 

1abor houses with the property. It 
our ranch at one time

woul d probably 
way with the job 
provided . And so we had a 

around onordinary houses 
land you might buy some

common today, but even onis not so

'-uz-Page
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Marvin was -figuring up how 
eighty—f ive. many houses we had and we had

Interviewer: That's a 1 ot o-f houses on one property.
June Morrison: It's not that

s-j=rs.-sats.r3iT£«=sSrand it wc*s a time when we were having those -floods in earl y 
in on the train to the county recorder's 

o-f-f ice and got numbers -for eighty—five houses.
Now we don't have that

1980. He went

many on the -farm, but it included 
all those other workers. Most o-f them have their own trailer 
houses. We do have some houses out on the dairy. It's 
permanent housing, but not all o-f it is. So that's an awful
lot o-f cesspools. Those things. We've taken care o-f a lot o-f 
that kind o-f thing. I-f the cooler goes out, some o-f our 
people have to go out and take care o-f the cooler. I-f the 
cesspool gets -filled up, then we have to take care o-f that. 
The workers problems are the owner's problems.

Interviewer: We were courious about how it was handled in 
the earlier days.

AndJune Morrison s Wei 1 , trul y the workers had a tough time, 
there were migratory workers, and at that time there were 
hobos who came around. They might just knock at your door, 
and we always -fed them. They might or might not work, but we
always -fed them.

One o-f the reasons that Sonora Town came into being do 
know where Sonora Town is? It was because that property

So that's whyyou
was not taxed. It was not on the tax roles, 
those people started camping there, or

there were no taxes.
building houses
It was that 1 ittl ethere, was because 

three cornered piece between
some reason when they were surveying nu one , r
it just wasn't put or, the roles. How they -found it out,
don't know.

the canal and Warner Road. For 
was using it and

Interviewer: So Sonora Town gt- ou up.
completely -filled up just like a 
right after another.June Morrison: bonora Town 

subdivision. Just one house

of those folks -farm 1 aborers too,wereInterviewer: Most 
weren't they?
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.June Morrison:

2-their own trucks and started 
some of them got started 
labor business. That

years rather 
. many of them had 

hauling alfalfa. That's how 
and got out of the strictly

They stacked them high. ButTthat^ ’ llftln9 those bal 

on their feet and be

f arm
es.

was one way they could get
. . liril„ . v/ , , a contractor. They would contract to
take your hay from here to wherever you wanted it to go. If 
you were sel l ing it or you wanted it to go by rail . Of 
course that's one thing we all know, is that Gilbert was at 
one time the largest alfalfa shipping place in the world. 
Right here in Gilbert. And that siding was used a lot for 
shipping hay, alfalfa.

Interviewer: Of course, 
depot was taken out?

it's not used at all now. And the

•June Morrison: The depot was taken out, and that was taken 
out because of one family who came here and were here 
awhile, but they had to do with the newspaper. They put up 
such a fuss that the Southern Pacific took that depot out. 
They had a campaign to try to get rid of it. This family 
did. The wife worked for the newspaper and wrote articles in 
the newspaper all the time. And the husband, I don't know. I 
remember one thing that he did was to fly over Gilbert 
during the Gilbert Days Parade, because we have had that 
going for a long time. But they came, and they left, and 
they no 1 onger had to endure what they had started . The fact 
that it was no longer there. And not enough people objected 
to them taking the depot down.

Interviewer: I have heard that it happened very quickly, 
minute it was

One
there and the next minute it was gone.

•June Morrison : Right. But in the old days, and I say old 
days meaning the Thirties and Forties, the Capital Feed and 
Seed was the place that the men gathered, because that was 
where you. bought equipment or you bought the seed, where you 
bought the gasoline, where you got your supplies tor the 
farms. Everybody knew everybody in there, an e man w o 
ran it at the time was a good fellow. It was just sor o 
the men's gathering place. Capital Feed and Seed When my

the Mayo Ll mic in Rochester, 
called Capital Feed and Seed. It

a reference.
mother had cancer and went to
Minnesota, the Mayo Clinic
was one of the places my father wro e own *s ...
They called from the Mayo Clinic to see what his credit wa_. 
like and the man there said, "Clyde Neely never asked tor 
anything he couldn't pay for." That was his cred .
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Interviewers Couldn't ask

June Morrison: I think that's right 
there was no other credit check.

I wouldn't imagine.

for better than that.

So as far as I know

Interviewer:

June Morrison: No. That a long way to go to get medical 
'It wasn't their fault. It 

_oo Ic.te to help her. So my father was married three 
times, actually.

was
care, and they didn't help her.
was

Interviewer: Your mother was his first wife?

June Morrison : Right, 
married three times.

Ht had no other children, but he was

Interviewer : 
at the feed store?

Where did the women gather if the men gathered

June Morrison: It is a little like today. The women don't 
gather as the men do in one place. That is during the war I 
can remember my mother rolling bandages, and making things 
for the soldiers. It was the Red Cross. We all came together 
for the Red Cross. That's what she did. Making kits, where 
they would put in razors and whatever else that the Red 
Cross asked them to.

Interviewer: This was World War II?

June Morrison: Yes. So that's where she gathered with 
people. Then the church groups. But I suppose the women's 
club, if she had gone to that, would have been one place. In 
later years I suppose it was garden club, 
been a garden club in Gilbert for quite awhile.

of the, I suppose you would

But there hasn't

Interviewer: Have you seen any 
say, social impact since...

father wanted to know whereJune Morrison: Yes. 
his kids were. We 
responsible for his 
and be anywhere at any time, 
brothers real 1y harder than 
indiscretions, but he was i 
to be responsible for them.

The social changes that you 
really heartbreaking to me

You see, my 
moved into this house because he was

children and they weren't to just go off 
I can remember him spanking my 

I thought he should for their 
responsible for them. He was going

the family today are 
. People expect the state to be

see 1 n
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responsible tor their children.
<^°n1 j l^an ^ J"*ie “^-e intertering with my up bringing ot my 
chi dren. I knew where my children were. And if I had to 
call at one o clock or two o'clock or three o'clock to 
somebody s house to see if my kids were there, I did. And I 
made no appologies for it. Absolutely none. I knew where my 
children were, and they knew that if I found 
weren't where they were suppose to be 
pay .

Wei 1 , how ridiculous. I

out they 
they had something to

And one time one ot them came in late, and he was quite 
late. I was standing by the door. He was old enough to know 
what my teel ing^> were, but I decided that the question that 
you have to ask yourselt is, 
let someone know that he is not here? How long do I wait 
betore I wake up Marvin? How long do I wait betore I call 
the police, or whatever that you decide to do? So when he 
came in that door I said to him, "How long do you want me to 
wait be-fore I start looking tor you?" And I never 
to do that again . When you put the responsibility back on 
them, they realize that it is not just your teelings that 
you are thinking about, but you are thinking about them. And 
that makes a ditterence.

"How long do I wait betore I

ever had

Interviewer: When you are in a small town you have a little 
help trom neighbors and others who tend to see that nobody 
gets into too much trouble? Did you tind that to be true?

June Morrison : I think that was basically true. Through 
chaparones at the dances and just generally that people 
knew. One time some boys came. . .because we have a U—shaped 
drive, it's almost like a freeway sometimes with teenagers, 
and people will come in 
For whatever reason . Well , one night some boys came through 
here, and my father got up and he marched them down to the 
police station. Now they didn't know, but he was in his 
pickup and they were in their car, and they didn't know that 
he was in his nightshirt, and there was no way that he was 
going to get out of there, 
police station.

So people did those things 
I am sure nothing was done, 
were in. Probably something. It wasn t very far.

But, yes, people did do their best to instill some moral 
upbringing in the kids. And the schools tried to. They tried 
to have teachers who were the right kind of people who would

few morals as well as the book

here and just look and then go on.

But he took them down to the

, mainly just to scare them. And 
I don't know what mischief they

teach kids along the way a 
learning. And that didn't always work, of course, because
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«r,*irsvf:°si:.snin that d- —We lived through the time wh^t.thelr f^hts. 
not teach in the district at the same^im* hl* Wlf® COul d 
was the bread winner, and if the wife 
had to teach in another district- th = +■ r- *r ™r .1onq time they couldn't. And thp mar ;L *
woman did teaching, bo life was very much different. There 
were very few single parent families. Very, very few. And if 
a family h*d a tragedy, the whole community really pitched 
in very much and tried to help out.

Interviewer: Do you remember

You see the man
was going to teach she

any specific examples of that?

June Morrison : Wei 1 , even not so long ago there 
organization called Gilbert Way. And this organization's 
sole purpose was helping people through difficult 
circumstances. I know we gave money' to that. Maybe someone 
was in an accident and lost a leg. I don't know that I can 
come up with any' specific one.

was an

Interviewer: Gilbert has always had a. history of helping 
each other haven't they', until recently?

I think that's basically right. Yes.June Morrison :

Interviewer: Several people, one person in particular, Ed 
Lamoreaux , mentioned that for a while there was some 
friendly rival ry in the community between the Methodists and 
the LDS members. But it was a "friendly rivalry" was the way 
he described it, for School Board seats and Town Council 
seats .

•June Morrison s Yes. Right.

remember anything about it:Interviewer: I wondered if you

Yes. And I thinkOh , yes, I do. Very much so.
those days to have *11 the 
to be Methodist, as

to have nearly all the School Board ^^r^^^o'f atl ^pon 
realize eventually that all the - hoards in the first
you, and its no picnic to be on “ boards in a more or
Place. Go it's difficult to be on - l think there has
less divided community of religion.. cQmpletly gone. 
been some change there, but i-
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Interviewer: Do 
the town? you think that has created some problems in

.June Morrison:, nc . Oh, surely. You can absolutelythe LDb have school rel y
always get a place

see it, that
ease time -for their students and they 

very close to the school tor their
, , . , ~ we couldn't have school -functions on

certain nights because ot the activities
seminary. At one time

at the LDS Church.

Interviewer: That was a local Board decision?

June Morrison: Yes, I believe it was. So a tew things like 
that. And I don't remember specitical1y, but I suppose that 
the Methodist's might have done something that shouldn't 
have been done because they were al 1 trom one church . So it 
was just as bad one way as the other. There really should be 
more ot a cross section ot the community on the boards. I 
detinitely think so.

I have been on a number ot boards, and I know one time on 
the Child Crisis Center Board in Mesa they were wanting to
have the Dep-artment ot Economic Security social workers on 
that board, and I said, 
sphere at intluence with their jobs, and then it they get on 
a board where they have more intluence, that's just 
overwhelmingly one agency's point ot view.
•Favor ot that at al 1 . Have people trom the general

In my way ot thinking, it just isn't tair to have

"No way. They al ready have their

" So I wasn't in

community. 
them all trom one area ot the town.

to see that. I think thatI think that the LDS have come 
they have come to see that some ot the problems are brought

decisions that are made. And some
Some ot themon by themselves. By the

ot the more open minded LDb people see a_. 
don't .

legislated by the stateInterviewer: Early release time was 
wasn't it?

it that is the case. Now in 
could have it, as well .

kids went to school, what was it

I don't knowJune Morrison :
1 ater years other groups

Interviewer: When your 
like? Did they just have.

on
with it sometimes. They'dMonday schedules on 

And I had real trouble
"Wei 1

keeping up 
, we're 
"On Monday?"

having a Friday schedule 
or whatever it was.home and say, 

today," And I would say,
come
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That was when Howard, the voun
that sometimes. I don't i-nr- ?est ’ was in school . They did 
been to accommodate cert I ■; • they did that. Must have
understand all o-f that. thln9s’ b“t I never did

But , o-f course, when our ni
absolutely in everything He w-"' 5°n.went to school he was 
everything =.□ he n??? ! S outstanding in nearly
events, athletic event^'lf therhV1^ V ^ musical 
4-K^r-i-s/ T _ l- • --1+ they hc.td a play, he would be in

? senior year he was gone al ot because he was
FFfi president o-f the state. And so being from a small
school, and being, as you say, a big frog in a little pond,
he ia' so muc i experience. He had a -rich, rich experience in
ever so many things. And I don't think that it
necessarily the making ot him, but I do think that it gave
him a lot ot experience that kids today don't get.

Ot course , that didn't happen so much when our younger
sons, Scott and Howard went to high school because there

was

were a lot more in high school . They were outstanding and 
they did very well in school , and they were val ed ictor ian or 
sal utatorian . But it was their experiences. For instance, in 
tootbal1 Howard spent six hours a day with tootbal 1 , and I 
said to his coach , "Don't you think that is a little 
lopsided. What i-f every teacher required their kid to have

"I neversix hours o-f work? There's no way." Ht=? said, 
thought o-f it like that." Now I don't mean they were 
practicing all that time, but they were watching -films, or 
they were talking about the plays or they were whatever. 
Well,1 thought that was excessive.

Interviewer: How was the team that year.
They were in theJune Morrison: They were a very good team.And that year they prdCti'_eo on

called the Superintendent, and I
is this? Talking about kids 

have -footbal 1 
Wei 1 , June, I 

want it." That was his
Thanksgiving

championship that year.
Thanksgiving Day, and I .
knew him well - An*ifverier,ted? and you n 
not being very family o He said; "
practice on Thanksgiving 
understand, but too many „
answer. "Too many peop ® w protested 
Day that year. So some o-f u- P
it or not.

It was on
Whether they moved

rebel in you.That's theInterviewer:
I've got a lot o-f 

no time to be doingrebel in me
Thatthought that was

Day «
June Morrison : 
rebel
■footbal 1 practice

But Ii n me . Thanksgiving
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Interviewer: I have to 
1 ittl e much .

agree with you. That would be a

June Morrison: I thought so .

Interviewer: Anything else that 
about?

you would 1 ike to talk

June Morrison: Yes. Our -family has been in -farming -for a 
number o-f generations. Owning land is more than just a mere 
asset to us. It means hope and promise -for a better 
tomorrow . It is the challenge o-f doing your best with what 
you have. It is the idea that the land will produce -forever. 
Farming almost always produces new wealth every year. It is 
revewable, uni ike the oil and gas reserves which take eons
to renew .

I -feel I belong to the land.

Interviewer : Thank you. -f or your time.
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