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Gilbert Oral History

Interview with Mae Fuller 
June 9,1992
Interviewer: Carol Shepherd 
Location: 765 E. Baseline Road 
Gilbert, AZ

Mae Fuller is the daughter of Arthur Frankli

Let's go over your family history, 
understand that your father's 
tell me at about what time did they

Mae Fuller: My grandfather was born in Payson, Utah, 
then they went to Mexico.

n Haymore
In terviewer: I

father came here, 
come here?

Can you

and

I n terviewer: His name was what?

Mae Fu1ler: His name was Arthur Samuel Haymore.

Interviewer: What took them to Mexico?

Mae Fuller: Well, I am not real sure what took them there, 
but his father and his brothers— he had several brothers. 
They went to Mexico and they bought a big ranch down there 
and they raised cattle. It was very lush, beautiful land 
and they had a big cattle ranch, and they lived in the 
Mormon colonies down in Mexico and had several sons. And 
they wanted to work in Mexico because it was a fairly 
unexplored part of the country at that time. They were down 
in Oaxaca. My father was born in Oaxaca, and my grandfather 
and several of his brothers went to Mexico, and he said that 
they had grass clear up to the cows' bellies. It was a very 
nice place to live.

Who was his wife?I n terviewer:

His wife was Abby Jane Scott. They were married 
They had a very happy marriage.

that they had fifteen children, but 
born after they came back out of Mexico.

Mae Fu1ler: I shou1dquite young. 
probably tell you now
part of them were

I don't know just how to start, but anyway my grandfather
my father and my 1moved back up here and my Uncle Albert

grandfather went into the dairy business together and had a 
dairy up in Prescott. We lived down here for a while, 
raised hay and we kept the dry cattle down here and after 
they calved and were ready to produce milk they took them to 
Prescott. They had a dairy business up there. Now my Uncle

!>

We
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Gi 1 be rt Or el Hist ory

pl^rt Th?!dithe pr°pe^y out here which is now Freestone
rmn&H * mr 9r^d^ather's home place, and my -fatherowned the property, this eighty acres
street which is all industrial right across the

_ . now.
One thing interesting, I thought, 

chance to buy this -forty 
o-f Horne

was that they had a
___acres over here across Horne, west
north of Baseline. Horne wasn't open at that 

It was cattle pasture -for my -father. He had cattle 
on the eighty acres, but they didn't want that land because 
it was too wet. You dug a post hole, 
wa ter, and it had a.n art i si an we 1 1 
very unusual to have water that good.

Then my Uncle Albert moved to Prescott and we moved back 
down here.

time.

i t wouId fill up with 
Now that'sover there .

There was a house on the property that my 
grandfather lived in. An old house that had a big screened 
porch on the front and what they cal led the west porch on 
the west side of the house. The front porch was the bedroom 
for the daughters and the west porch was the bedroom for the 
boys. They had a big silo, not a pit, but one made out of 
lumber that was quite tall, and they filled that with silage 
and fed the cows.

I n terviewer: 
you explain?

For those who don't understand silage would V
I

Mae Fuller: Yes. Silage is feed made out of chopped corn. 
In fact my husband was in the silage business, 
that's exactly what it is. You grow corn or hay or oats or 
whatever, and then chop it, make a tossed salad for the 
cows, and then they put it in the silage pit. Some dug big 
deep holes in the ground, and others built tall silos. In 
that day and age it was the thing to have the big tall ones 
which they blew the silage up into, and it would settle down 
and the kids got in and tromped it. 
through a period where it got "insiled," you know, if they 
would understand that. But anyway, it kind of cured 
(fermented) and made really good feed for the cattle.

Wasn't the water any

1
And

II

And then it went :

About the artisi an well.In terviewer: 
good?

It was kind of like a
YouM.e Fuller. Oh, i* l ,„d.

Su^r-rdii , p«t ”r«ith»ut i. getting Full =t ui.t.r 
couian x o i g * nnr. . fn try to raise hay on because it
and that wasn - to 9 certainly don/t have that problem

Well, we 1ived on 
first and then they split up

\\

n ow,
was just too wet. 
but we had a house across

street (south)
the road.

this side of the
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the dairy. My Uncle Albert ramo K „
eighty acres here, and my or-nri^ 5fCk out’ we Qot this 

when they were -first newly marri^H 'ey their livingcouo„„n, cot««,.,r;Lr,;'szz? th*
»,r, h.rd then, but he enjoyed doing that !ny„,y?

That was the first place he and his wife had? 

Yes.

About when did they move to this place?

T i mes

I n terviewer:

Mae Fuller:

I n terviewer:

Mae Fu11er :
in first grade in Gilbert, then we went to Prescott and I 
went to school second, third and fourth grade up there. 
Then we moved back down here and lived on this property.

I n terviewer :

Well, we moved to Prescott. I went to school

You were born here? !
IMae Fuller: Yes.

I n terviewer: 
she was living out on the Greenfield Ranch?

You said your mother came here to have you, so \\

It was onWe called that the East Ranch.
Getting a little ahead

Mae Fuller: Yes.
what is called Greenfield Road now.

We lived on a place over here that was owned byof myse1f .
the Peck Sisters, which was on Guadalupe...the corner of

But that wasn't the name of them 
It was owned by 

They wou1d

[\
f

Guadalupe and Cooper Road.
But it was called the Peck Ranch.then.

the three Peck sisters who lived in Phoenix.
come out and watch what you were doing with their property. 
Probably about -forty acres over there at that time. I 
remember i t had a big barn and an old house and everything.

When they <the Peck sisters) wanted fence, built, they 
would come out and count the number of posts that would be 

and they would multiply that by four because 
’ j t, and they would see how many

They were very

:

1

in the fence
they would put four wires on ,
thrifty, ^and ^ I'tMr "l-rned a lot of things from the Peck 

sisters. They were single ladies.

of their father?remember the nameDo youI n terviewer:

Page 3



Gilbert Oral History

Mae Fuller: No, I don't remember that. 

Do you remember theIn terviewer: 
time? name of the roads at that

don't know what they were'can ed'lhen .^You^now where^1 

r*' ^ack ^°es across the road down here on Guadalupe
and Cooper? Well our place was just a little west o-f there.

What brought your father and family back from 
Back to Arizona.

In terviewer: 
Mexico.

Mae Fu11er: Pancho L»i11 a was on the rampage and my
grandfather was on a mission for the LDS church down 
Mexico City at the time, and my father and the brothers 
moved here.

i n

He 1ped Grandma. Grandma had the Scott 
brothers, who were very helpful and helped support her.
They came out and into Douglas. Well, I think they went 
into Texas and then into Douglas. They settled there for 
awhile, and then Grandfather came home and they moved on up 
to Palmorine and then into Gilbert. My grandfather got here 
about 1918.

That property in Mexico, was that just lost?In t e r viewe r :

Mae Fuller: Yes. You couldn't own property after you left. 
They all felt bad about that, but there was nothing they

My grandfather knew Pancho Yi11 acou 1 d do abou t it. 
personally, and he had killed other people. My grandfather 
was lined up to be shot at one time, but he wasn't shot. It 

quite important that they get out of there. My 
grandmother tells of living down there, and she sold 
biscuits to the Mexican soldiers. And when she canned 
fruit... they had nice big orchards down there, and she would 
can fruit in five gallon honey cans and then bury it out in 
the chicken pens so that the soldiers couldn't see it. You 
know the chickens would walk over it and they ^ouldn . see

She put it in the honey cans and soldered the 
That's the way they managed to live through that.

to tell you about their life in 
really quite interesting.

was

II

i t was there .
1ids on .
I wished I knew 
Mexico, because it was

more

When yourback to your life here, 
in school in Gilbert?

had a dairy here and they 
refrigeration but they had

Let's comeInterviewer : 
family came back you were

My grandfather 
And there was no

Mae Fuller: Yes. 
produced milk.
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miuldeoo9dIu,nn mllk.KanS Snd they had a meta1 thing that 
? °° d?"" nt° U'e ‘ans and they would put the lid

' _ . .. In ia metal things that went down into the
cans, and they would take it out to the train depot in 
Gilbert and send it up to the mines. Globe, Miami...and 
that was how they sold their milk here.

on .

Interviewer: 
1ivestock?

What about chickens and other types o-f

Mae Fu11er: We had pigs chickens, horses. My husband 
1 iued in town, and he said they couldn't afford a horse, 
so they had bicycles and rode bicycl 
bicycle because we had horses.

In this ditch out here

I couldn't afford a 
We had all kinds of animals.

es.

(pointing to the east) was a sand 
ditch full of sand and it was so fun to play in, and there 
were big cottonwood trees on both sides of the ditch which 
made it a really nice shady place to play.

I n terviewer: Did you have near neighbors?

Mae Fuller: Our closest neighbors at that time were the 
Coopers on Cooper corner. You've probably heard of 
Jim Cooper. Well it was his parents who lived on that 
corner who were my grandparent's neighbors. The Cooleys 
lived down here (gestures to the west). Marvin Cooley lives 
there now. 
east of there now. 
didn't at first, 
and when he passed away they tore the house down and divided

But it was a bigger 
It was ninety acres, and then he owned the property

v
Freeman Cooley, his father, owned a place just 

He had a lovely big home later.
At first it was kind of an older house,

He

that into commercial lots down there.
farm.
over here on Cooper Road.

Eighty acres?This farm was whet?In terviwer:
And that's what myForty acres.

But my father owned eighty acres
there was no freeway, and

and there were trees

Mae Fuller: No. 
grandfather sold 
across the street.

!
US .

Of course
and was fenced off

the road.

5

Horne wasn't open 
chopped off and fallen 
to picnic. My father 
on the road while he irrigated, 
had horses, cows, pigs> chickens.

It was a good place 
often pastured the cattle over there 

We had hives of bees. We 
Everything it takes to be

across

a farmer.
in town?Did you sel1 eggsI n terviewer:
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Mae Fuller: 
but we did have

Not usual 1y. We had thea spn*n=>f,™ 4. e99s -for our own use,
skim milk, and we made butter° Cream *r°m the
different kinds of churns and ! tW° °r "T**, i lq- l_. i , ^ n a my mother had a bio wooden
butter bowl, and we made butter and sold it to Basha's 
There was one Basha's store and if lla- • M s-
side of the street. - ’ '* Was 1n Mesa on the northPenney's 

Anyway we sold butter -for
was across the street to the 

twenty cents a pound, 
papers and everything we would put

sou th .
had a mold and we had the 
it in.

We

Interviwer: In the
without it melting?

summer how did you transport that

Mae Fu11er : We would put ice around it and take it to town.

I n terviewer: Where did you get your ice?

Mae Fu11er :
re-fr i gerators when I was young.
screened porch we had an ice box, they called it 
ice man would bring the ice and put it in the top of the 
re-frige rat or, and then it would keep it cold, 
pan down underneath to catch the water as the ice melted. 
He probably came every other day.

We had an ice man. Now, we didn't have 
Out on this -front

and the

And it had a

What about canning?In terviewer :

We canned our -fruit.
Every year we

We did a lot o-f canning.Mae Fu11er :
I don't remember canning too many vegetables.

orchard down on this side o-f the ditch.canned. We had an

What kind of fruit did you have?In terviewer:
JustWe had peaches, apricots, plums, -figs.

We had pomegranates, oranges.
grew it.

Mae Fu11er : 
about every kind there was. 
Everything good to eat, we

Interviewer: When you canned, what method did you use?

Mae Fuller: We used open^e-ttl ^“^aid^cooked it, and then

up, added sugar, put mother later had a pressure
put it in the fruit had to be pressured like
cooker, and we canned j^d to go fishing into Mexico, and
meat and fish. My dad chicKen and all those types of
we canned fish. We canned chicken an
things with the pressure c o

You cut the -fruit
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In terviewer : 
raised?

Then you canned just abou t everything you

Mae Fu11er : That's right.

In ter f i ewer : What kinds of 
■for the cattle -feed, or did crops did you grow? 

you grow for sale? Those just

Mae Fuller: 
baled the hay.

We didn't 
In the

usually sell the feed, r 
summer we had a truck and

a trailer, and we went out across the desert and through 
Wickenburg, up fame 1 1 Hill. Black Canyon road wasn' t even 
there then. But to go up Yarnell Hill, that was quite a

> ou could get out and walk as fast as the truck could 
I t was a big 1 oad.

I remember being on the truck one time when we went up
We were going with my Uncle Albert and he had a flat 

tire, and he had to leave the trailer. It was between 
Wickenburg and Congress Junction, which is where you went up 
Yarnell Hill. He left the trailer there while he went back 
to Wickenburg to get something to fix the tire with on the 
trailer, and my cousin and I were left on the trailer, 
had the trailer loaded but they took a few bales out of the 
top so we had a place to get in back there, 
my Uncle asking me, "What were you most afraid of when you 
were left there?"

We usual 1 y 
J a semi and

trip, 
go up that hill.

there .

They

I can remember

I was probably about twelve years old. 
told him, "Well, I was afraid a bear might come and get me." 
That was probably the most unlikely thing that would have 
happened.

The roads out there at the time, they didn't have many
They just had washes on the roads, and there were

If the road was flooded, you didn't

I I

j
i

br i dges.
a lot of ups and downs.
cross. You just had to wait until the water went down to 
cross. I have been there when they have done that, 
roads certainly have been improved. They did not have this 
Tempe bridge like they have now. If you ever saw the old 
Temp e bridge, it was abou t two lanes wide, but it had little 
p 1 aces every once i n a wh i 1 e . Kind of a little place you 
cou 1 d go in if it was raining. And my grandf at her 1 ooked at 
the bridge and said, "That's a wonderful bridge, but they'll 
never have need for any bigger bridge than that." And yet 
it was only two lanes. Sure grown and improved since then.

h*ve to lie down fU * and lie on the road out here. It 
9ot cold you would ge wide. Never had to worry about
was a cement road two lanes

1
t

The

You'd
I f you

Page
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getting run over because 
Now you can hardly get 
there.

there wasn't that 
across the street much traffic, 

i f you go ou t
In fact we had some Me*a ■

and they are goinq to widen Ba=l?eerS °Ut here the other day 
lanes going east and three Ur!whlch will be three 
a median in the middle and =» =■^ 9°ln9 west. They will have 
them will it be sort of k ^'dewalk on each side. I asked
railroad runs through the midi?! *?"? *hat says "the 
about be like that ,9bu
and everything and take out the'big pecai tree - 
qu,te different. It will probably start in January.

How old is that pecan tree?

We'll just 
cover the ditch

It wi11 be

<
In terviewer :

i

Mae Fu11er :can remember. Grandma used VA^JeVjea/'tree^ herTald 

we picked the pears. We don't have a pear tree now. 
could bury them in the sand until they ripened, 
do ing that.

My father was a very fun

You 
I remember

man. A lot of the kids I went 
to highschool with didn't like farming at all. 
that farming was a torture. f 
it and you were glad to be from a farm, 
to work hard all week long to have a couple of days off to 
go to the lake. He had a couple of boats and a big rubber 
raft we would go up there and play on. He was a fine man. 
A hard worker , but he made it so you loved doing what you

They thought 
He made it so you enjoyed doing 

I remember we used

were doing.
Also, when we had the dry cattle down here...I don't know 

if you know what I mean when I say dry cattle, but they're 
the ones that when they're going to have a calf, they dry 
them up for two or three months until the calf is born, and 
then we would ship it to Prescott. Anyway, we would milk 
the dry ones and my mother learned to make cheese, and we

Big cheeses about this tall

1

would make longhorn cheese. _
(gestures eight inches), and had a cheese press an
everythinq and we would send some of those cheeses to

eryining, ana w ,e jn the dairy business were up
Most of th P £lbert< She did that. My mother

I thought.
Prescott. 
there— Grandpa and Uncle 
was very hard working. LA 1ove1y person

make cheese?How did sheIn terviewer :
big tin vat. And we'd put the 
T don't remember how we warmed 
1 tablet in and

cut it and

We 11 we had aMae Fuller: 
milk in that and warm 
•t, but we warmed it. T en 
let it sit until it all set up

i t . put a cheese
Then youfirm.
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curd “°u,d
permits to sell butter and cheese ' 
came and picked up the

I n terviewer:

separate 
it with your hand. We 

We had to have health 
The cream manand cream, 

cream part of the time.
Where did you get your health permit?

office in Phoenix, 
sure you didn't have___

Mae Fu11er : 
renew it every year to make

From the health Had to

I n terviewer: Tubercu1 osis?

Mae Fu11er : 
heal thy.

Yes, that was probably it. We were pretty

In terviewer : What lake did you go to up north?

Mae Fu11er :
because it was closer, but we went to Roosevelt, Morman Flat 
and up here to Granite Reef, 
like it is now, and we would go up there to swim and play.

What year did you graduate from Gilbert High?

We used to go to Canyon Lake most of the time

That wasn't all fenced off

Interviewer :

Mae Fuller: Well, I didn't graduate from Gilbert High. I 
went to Gilbert until I was a freshman, then I went to Mesa 
High. I went there because they did not have a seminary, 
which was a religious education, in Gilbert. I went to Mesa 
my last three years and graduated in 1941. In fact we just 
had our fiftieth year reunion last year.

Did you go back?I n terviewer:
It was fun tohad a very nice reunion.

It reminded me of this little thing
up here. I'll show you. (Interruption in tape.) 
had badges and it was easy to recognize the girls, but not 
the boys, because, you know the girls were more grown and 
developed by the time you graduate from high school. Some 
of the boys you just didn't recognize them at all because
they looked like k 1 dS ^rn^ber ®bu t Leh i kids went
to^sa^o^^e’were the Gilbert hicks and they were the

Lehi hicks.

Mae Fu11er: 
see all the kids again.

Yes, we
We al 1

We 1oved Mesa

from your class?graduatedHow manyIn terviewer :
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Mae Fuller: 
hundred.

I don't remember, but it
was around three

I n terviewer: That was a Pretty good sized
graduating class.

on High, and later it 
and we all gathered around and 
Then they built Mesa High out

Mae Fu11er: 
burned, Yes. So was Mesa Uni 

the one down town, 
watched it burn and 
here . cried.East .

In terviewer : Was i t a two story bui1ding?
Mae Fu11er : Yes.

In terviewer : What did you do after high school?
Mae Fuller: I worked -for the telephone
telephone operator At that time I worked a split shift, 
worked from 9-1 and from 5-9. Then I worked quite a bit of 
time on -unday, so I got paid pretty good, and I made $15 a 
week by doing that.

I was acompany.
I

i

I n terviewer :
telephone operator? Could people still call in and ask for 
numbers and give you numbers to connect?

Tell me a little bit about how it was to be a
i

Mae Fuller: Yes. We had a big switch board in front of us 
and when they picked up the telephone to call you, a light 
came on and you plugged in. You'd say "operator," and they 
would tell you the number and you would plug it in to

I worked there during the war. There were
They

somebody else.
lots of boys out here at Falcon Field from England, 
liked to call different people, and we would monitor them 
every once in a whi1e to be sure they were all connected and
everything. . t . . , ,

I probably shouldn't tell you this, but if they were 
calling their girl friend and we wanted to let them talk 
longer we would. We'd let them talk longer than they had»o„T;o p,“ ^n. But, if the, -ere jus, call! nobody
“* would have to disconnect them, or
them in to p..y fh^*„I"?*ioSTS pern It.
reconnect them, because they

cal 1 home?Did theyI n terviewer:
of the time.Mae Ful1er : Some

1 i ke here?the war yearsWhat wereI n terviewer:
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Mae Fuller: All of our -friPnHe
going to say we used to Qet out 9one to war.S.r. on tho ro.d to J* '**'

out Here, end th,t Increased li, tra!<? 
boys here from other parts o-f the 
All of our friends 
Mesa called the Mazona, 
there. It was really 
church owned and

I was
n ditch and lay 

built Williams Field 
c a lot.

country being trained.
There were

were gone to There
and they had Friday 

a good place to
.. , . operated. Boys -from Willi
there to dance, and the local girls were 
fun good clean place to go. There 
smoking or any of that type of thing, 
there . It was all with Army boys who 
that type of thing.

war . was a place in 
night dances

11 was
ams Field came 

around and it was a 
no drinking or 

and we had lots of fun 
were here to go to

9° to dance.

was

1

I n terviewer : Did they have live music?

Mae Fu11er s 
refreshements .

Yes they did, with a lady who sang. No 
If you wanted refreshments you left, 

didn't encourage kids to leave the dance, 
to stay there

iThey
They wanted them

and they had supervisors there to make
i

sure .
I n terviewer: Did it cost something to go?

Mae Fu11er : 
like that .

It cost a little bit. Fifty cents or something

When did you meet your husband?In terviewer :

I met my husband when he moved here.
.and his

HisMae Fuller:
family, father, was born in Pine and he worked., 
mother was a Tanner, and they worked on the road 
construction. His mother's brother was R.C. Tanner, who 
started the Tanner Brothers Road Building. And they lived

during the summertime and his father did
I don't know how

Wei 1 ,

in northern Arizona
the blasting. Dynamiting and so forth, 
they ever raised their children that way.
When we were married he left the door open when we would go

I said, "Why do you leave the door
Were you raised in a barn?" He said, 

Which was really true.
northern Arizona, the women

The families wouId live 
under a bridge because, 
these big square

It wasn't easy.

outside quite a bit. 
open all the time? 
"No, under a bridge."

When they were up 
would, some 
•n tents, 
of course, 
culvert-like things? 
started flooding down 
■f 1 ood.

there in
in tents.

His mother 1 iked to 1 ■ « 
it was cooler. ^ ^ 0f escape

Through there. He was never

of them, 1ive

if it ever
i n a bad

1 1Page
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That was not ver%y easy to raise the kids out there, but 
They quilted, played games 

u _ type o-f thing. I met him when they
e was in about the eighth grade when they 

moved here, and we were living here.
He rode his bicycle quite

there was quite aand visited and al? that°* them-

moved here.

He was our paper boy. 
a ways around collecting -for the 

a dateHe asked me forpaper .
I didn't much want toonce .My folks said,, , , oure go ahead and

started going together then.
Then he went on

go. go if you want."So, we I think I was fifteen.
a mission for the church and he got back.

We wrote all the time he was gone. 
We dated before he left, so I was almost twenty when 
married, and he was twenty-three.

He was gone two years.
we were

We got married about a
month and a half after he got home. We've been very happily 

We've been married forty-nine years.married ever since.

I n terviewer: What was your wedding date?

March 31, 1943.Mae Fu1ler: That's his mother's birthday.

Six?How many children do you have?Interviewer :

three boys and three girls.Yes,Mae Fu1ler:

What are their names?In terviewer :

Our oldest daughter is Jo Marie and she 
They were old time Gilbert

Mae Fuller:
married Jay Lamoreaux.

second daughter is VickieOurpeople too. She hasShe lives out east of town.
she just graduated from college 

back and finish. Jo
Straddli ng.
five children and

She decided to gothis year .
Marie is working on h e r' s, Our next one s ourtoo.

in Brawley, California.He 1ivesSteven .first son, here just offup iives overHe lives in Mesa. He 
take care of

Next is Robert.
Next is Dean.

Canada and they 
She is ninety-three now.

taking her on Saturday

Guadalupe .
married a girl from She is in a
Laurence's mother.

We take turns
have time

youngest onewheel chair. off. Then our 
Utah, and works for Word

Very good kids.
so that the kids can in Orem,and she 1 i^si s Ann, dchi1dren.seventeen granWe havePerfect . of them.I'm real , real proud

. You hadop t back to..-
the West.inute let's

and the Cooleys on 
to Basha's 

i es?

WhatFor a mlInterviewer : to sell yourCooperneighbors here on You wenttores? buy grocerabout grocery s 
products, but where did you
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Mae Fu11er : 
that time.

There weren't 
No buildings. 

Nothing down on Gilbert
*ny stores w 
No Smitty's.aroKu,nd the corner at 

No Safeway.Road.

Interviewer: Did you do
go into Gilbert or did you' gQ tnt^Mef Gilbert?

next tn^5 mnSt the time.

Pie, «nd there was a couple 
We traded at Dan's quite a bit

Did you

Mae Fu11er : We went into
Sam Lee's out there 

They were
There was

down .
who rented Dan's Market, 
after we were married.

I n terviewer : Where was Dan's?

Mae Fu11er : 
is (Norwood's)

Well, Dan' son thewesnidee<:/^beb;rurniturestore
was Dan s and then there was the Blakely's, 
a garage there you could drive into, 
there. They had second-hand furniture.

Before Dan's was there

Road). There
B1ake1y's owned 

You could buy ice
I

there was a couple named Beamis, 
older people, who had Dan's Market. I was pretty younq when 
they were there. Then there was Dan's Market, then Charles 
Blakely, then the Popular Store. That was a clothing, 
cloth, shoes, all that type of thing. I don't know whether 
you have heard of Mary "BB" Scott.

i

i

i

She worked there. 
I think she knew

She
was a really friendly, nice lady, 
everybody in town.
She always made you feel so good when you went in there.

Then there was the drug store, and it seemed 
like there was a store in between there.
Laurence and I were married, there was a doctor.
Stat1er . 
him.

She worked there and waited on people.

Let's see.
Later on, after 

Dr .
pretty good doctor and we used to go toHe was a

It had a soda fountain andThen the drug store.
P re scrip tion s qif t s an d that t yp e of 1n ®* . ,Li ber ty Market -° I think there . ml. Chin,,, ,«or,^

between the drug store and Liberty there,
the name of it. You kn0“ H^t^stJeet was Glen Martin.

°,d H^s not or^6 the corner. There was
He wa- ii there. The post office

another business at differer. stores on down the
was downtown by Glen Martin. wjth Glen Martin's barber
street were a beauty shop, » on _ western clothing, 
shop, and a western store wi ... „ Then there was a 
Beautiful, beautiful western clo od little store,
dime store, a ten cent store.

Then there was

Then, an 
He was the barber.

)\
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Intersiewer : Th i s w°uld hav e been about what year?
Mae Fuller: This wou1d 
■for a little while after 
30's and 40's. There was a poo* hall ^ X'd say in 

Vaughn's Lumber Yth °n Up the street a 
Across the street* e- !t was <N'te 

A blacksmith U,T'ber Street, was Sam
It was a bfacksmithaSKWhere T°m Clement'*

He would have the -fn * ~‘hop' 1 was there with
Did your did ^ ht ** heatin9 the irons'□ad do hts own shoeing and caring tor

1 i 111e ways. 
a big place. 
Lee's Grocery. 
Garage is now. 
my father. 
nterviewer : 
the animals?

Mae Fu11er :his own blacksmithdworVlnd w^d^g^ihlfsolt^? ?h!lg.°*

Laurence s father owned a welding shop when we were first 
'ou Know where the big water tower is? Well, he 

was just across the street from there. He had a welding and 
farm repair shop. Plus they built trailers and that type of 
thing, semi's. He has pictures of the semi's they built. 
That s where my husband worked when we were first married.
We 11, he worked ou t at Willi arris Field for a wh i 1 e , we 1ding.

married.

f

I n terviewer : 
the family farm?

How did you get from there to here? Living on !

Well, we lived out in Gilbert on Main Street.
Then we owned

Mae Fu11er :
You know, there is Cleo Lewis' Bookkeeping, 
the house next to it Mr. McClure, the druggist 

Then the Henderson's lived south of
We lived in the

sou th .
lived next to us.
there. There were four houses along there.

When we first moved there, there was no street
nothing in back of us much

We bui1t a fence to
second one .

There wasthrough the al1ey.
until they put an alley through there, 
keep the kids in, and Franklin and Cleo Lewis were^our ^ 
neighbors. We 1iued there quite a long ; He n;eded
J“‘l *’'*d*d >* *° ^ X ^Ld «° «r,d^ u, th...

the home he lives i
We

more parking space 
traded our place 
still

in now. Wethere for
property there.own

moved out here?And then youI n terviewer:
Mae Fuller: My grandfather kept coming, to, Laurence ti ng
him to buy this place. * d thrashing, silage

. L*u7,ncfji?h^S: 5Td custon. tan™

:

I
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!'Th?SK ;“''urGrr?p*'
ridf-

that.

I can buy your property now. 
was ready to retire, so 
At f i rst I

Grandpa
it.

thought thatdebt. ■-almost to have to pay -for
really nice town gen 11 eman?^''pai ’ Wh°
were suppose to pay...he made *3’500
suppose to pay $35 
month so we could get it 
way.

was a
■for the lot. We

real a asy f or u s. We werea mon th . Instead, 
paid f or .

we paid a hundred a 
We've always been that 

we want to pay -for itWhen we buy something
we can so we don't leave anyone holding the bag tor 
We've lived here about thirty-six years 
on thirty-seven this 
here. They all went to Gilbert 
there .

as soon as
us.

Probably goingnow.
We rai sed most o-fyear . our children

school s and graduated -from

In terviewer : 
here and were a child.

You' ve seen a lot o-f changes since you moved 
What are some o-f those changes?

Mae Fu1 lens 
live in.

Gilbert is quite a nice little community to 
It certainly has grown a lot since we started, 

grand-father was asked to be the -first bishop o-f the LDS 
church in Gilbert, 
and built the old church on the corner o-f Gilbert Road and 

It's been added on to three or -four times and he

My

He looked around and found some property

El 1 i ot.
signed the notes personally, himself, and went around and 
met with all the people who belonged to the church and they

John Allen was one of them. Hestarted attending there, 
had a lot of nice friends.

undertaking for him, wasn'tThat was quite anIn terviewer : 
i t?

the two back lots but itHe'd buyit was.Mae Fuller: Yes He decidedthe ones out on Gilbert Road. the that they didn't put a
It is a good

didn't include
that he had better buy thos* *°.y the church.

built on to till-.service station 
thing he did since 
since then, 
lot, which wasn't there

i t has 
bought the property 

at that time.

behind -for a parking
They

town wasn'tLDS church inthe firstThat wasInterviewer : 
i t? about eightthink there areNow Iit was.Mae Fu11er : 
bu i 1 d i ngs .

Yes,
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In terviewer: At least. Isn't the

to have an 
are lots of 

1 don't know

ninth one going in?

open house down on 
ni« parks in Gilbert 
1f they still have a

Mae Fu1ler: ^ t s a1 most 
Cullumber Street. There 
n ow , and the 1 ibrary. 
swimming pool or not.

I n terviewer: Where was the pool 

Down by the library.

IS**:? ** Gnbr> High „„„ „d

Mae Fuller:

your kids went swimming at?
Mae Fu1ler:

ies, and my children attended Gilbert 
Elementary when there were individual littl 
there on Elliot Road, 
was certainly a nice

\e buildings out 
Shumway was the principal.
Now that is changed a lot.

have a big road going back into the back, and they have 
built the new high school . Of course, on out there they 
have many elementary schools. When I went to school, when I 
was in first grade, we had, you know where the Gilbert 
Historical Society owns that (referring to the Gilbert 
Historical Society Museum on the corner of Gilbert Road and

Mr . 
man .

He \
They

!
I

i
Elliot Road), they had that, and then the high school 
building which is newly remodled. Then they had the Mexican 
School." The Mexican kids and the white kids did not attend 
the same school.

Why was that?Interviewr :
That's just the way it was.

The teachers were very sure
that the kids got good attention, the Mexican kids. i 
remember I admired them for what they i

I don't know.Mae Fu1ler:
They all rode the same busses.

Did they ride thechi1dren?What about yourIn terviewer : 
school busses?

I went to school I rode aWhen
lived right next door to us «nd 

and pushed a little 
the cab of the truck 

semi that started out 
turned at what we 
Guadalupe, then went

Yes, they did. 
McFrederick

Mae Fu1ler:
semi bus............. ,
he rode in a seat and opene

who was 
We had that

Mr the door 
driving

button so
would know when to go. . hpn jt 
9°ing north on Gilbert R“ J now 
called "Pine's Corner, which

that the man

1
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out to Greenfield, down 
then back home.

Interviewer : 
have a little 1 adder

Base line 
* whole

>'ou get into 
or something?

clear down here 
SGmi load of kids!

the trai1er?

Hau1ed to McQueen,

How did
Did they

Mae Fu11er : Just 1ittl e steps.

Intersiewer : What did you sit on?

Mae Fuller: We had little bus seats. 

They hadIn terviewer: regular bus seats in the semi?
They had seats along the 

seats this way then around the sides.
one 1 ike that again.’

Mae Fu11er : t
side and a couple of 
It was different.I've never seen

In terv iewer: No windows?

Mae Fuller: Oh , yes, it had windows. i

I n terviewer: It had been converted into a school bus?

Mae Fu11er : No, it had been built that way.

Interviewer: When you lived in Gilbert in the downtown
area... they talk about the floods. The water that came 
through. Did any of that occur when you lived down there?

Mae Fuller: Yes, we lived on the south side of the railroad 
tracks, and the track was quite a barrier for that, 
flooded one time, and Laurence and I went down and it was 
all on that part north o-f the railroad tracks. We weren't

There was quite a bit of flooding in 
the main part o-f town. There was a railroad track and there 
was a depot there. Across the railroad track °n the 
sidewalk was the newspaper o-f-fice. I^he Gilbert Enterpr is . 
My husband used to set type there. Then that burned^

tment just west of where it was.

11

flooded in our area.

Now

they have a fire depar-

barber shop there, and wasn'tWasn't there a
lbert Enterprise was'In terviewer : 

that where the Gi
Glen Martin's

the street. That was there for years 
Enterprise wasn't there any more, 

Then you could buy cute little

abou t that.I don't knowMae Fuller: 
barbershop was down 
*nd years. i. 
was a furniture store.

i t
After the
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Kn icknacks there . 
of f i ce . But a 1 on9 time a9° it was the newspaper
Interviwer: 
didn't you?

You had a volunteer -fj re department then,

Mae Fu11er :
We slept in the back bedroom aid th ***, h* fire chie*' 
whistle and he'd jump up and’ he *h7.would dlow th* *ine 
his shoes, he wore those hi oh'tin "S P!Jnts down over
bicycle over to the lir stluln* P'de the
hp thP -f j p <= t nr.p ti-OP " Most o-f the time he couldbe the ir_ one there. But it was an all volutneer -fire

!vnlp/!h eyerWie was diligent in being there.
And they met there once a week to practice and learn and

^ ^ °* *he tire problems, my husband
said, in Gilbert people would just get excited and scared. 
Say a -frying pan -full o-f grease caught on fire, they would 
just run. They wouldn't do anything to try to put it out. 
They didn't have a lot o-f -fires,
They'd all show up -for them.

iknow what to do.

bu t some o-f them... .

In terviewer: 
other volunteers?

Did you ever have picnics and things with the

I don't ever remember doing that.Mae Fu11er : No
HowSome small towns do that.Just curious.I n terviewer: 

long was he -fire chief?

Shall I go ask him in there?
He was very di1igent 

He wasn't
I don't remember.Mae Fuller:

I would say about three or four years.
He worked at a welding shop.

excited and everything like otherabou t doing it. 
afraid. 
peop1e did.

Didn't get all

work outside the home?Did you everIn terviewer :
I felt very 

He wanted me toNot after we were married, 
husband chdn^t w*ndjd the boo|<keeping for

We'd sometimes have in the silage 
loads of silage with different trucks, 

truck and their tonage separate and 
; In? did th.t •« ni,M .-.o ^y 

next day. I enjoyed doing it.

Mae Fu11er:
fortunate. 
stay home and raise 
harvesting business, 
business thirty truck

My our

eachI'd have to figure 
put it all together. 
would have it ready the 
learned to be a better

I II
bookkeeper.
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Interviewer: I'm sure you did On*
when we were talking about uu, thing we didn't
coming home. Did she come hom* y°\Were born.

KcETJ? h“" th* —
cover

Your mother 
she wanted to

s. reason she came

Mae Fuller: Well, I think most babi 
Grandma had had enough that she

So your

es were born at home, 
knew what to do.

In terviewer : mom just came home?

Mae Fuller: Yes. father said...we 11, in the first 
place, he and my mother lived in some little shacks 
here across the street on the eighty 
to come and stand out by the side of the road and see all 
the kids at home having fun and playing and everything, and 
there was just he and Mom.

over
acres. He said he used

He was lonesome, 
were very happily married, but he just missed all of the 
hustle and bustle at home.

Of course they

But he did work for Grandpa
after they were first married.

She had how many children?In terviewer :

She spentWell, she had .just three that lived.Mae Fuller:
a lot of time in bed trying to carry her babies through 
she had several m i scar r i ages and lost babies

bu t
so she didn't

have a very big family.

isters and brothers do you have?In t e r viewe r : How man y s

brother and one sister.Mae Fuller: One

What are their names.In terviewer :
She justJane is my sister.

She had cancer.Jane and Grant.
23th of December, 

enough to raise
Mae Fuller: 
passed away on the 
managed to live long

She
her family.

of the fun thingsGrowing up, what are someIn terviewer : 
you remember?

. _» ui/pd to QO fishing. One time we 
Mae Fuller: Well? my da ' . trucks. Put a bed up
piled everything on one o ‘^bept to a little place, 
there and we went with nc j 5j on the other day.
Just heard it announced on in northern Arizona,

Lake Kickn.ck, ?"e1 i eve . We used to f . sh
I haven't gone fishing

I
We

wen t up to 
and caught fish like /°u 
at Canyon Lake. I love
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since we've been married 
•f j sherman .

Then we rode horses when I
belonged to the Boots and Saddte mV''6** Hi9h School, 
club activities. We rode hor=e= n W* had di+^erent
is up here on the way to Canyon I X ° Coon's Bluff, which 
brought the food and their cots - h sP°nsors of our club 
we camped out while we were up ~ there*^ ^ ' "9 Up there» and

because my husband i s not a

I

In ter viewer : How long did >'ou stay?

Mae Fuller: We just stayed overnight. We rode up there 
stayed overnight ate there, played games and everything’ 
then rode home. I rode a horse we cal 1ed "Dee." 
been a race horse. She was my favorite horse 
were riding on the roads coming home, or any other time, you 
couldn t stop her until she got ahead. You could pull on 
the reins and everything. So I just let her go, and when 
she got ahead she'd be happy. Then we could start slowing 
down. That was a fun thing to do.

My father, like I said, had different boats. He had this 
one great big rubber raft that would hold ten or twelve 
people. We took that along with one of our other boats and 
kids could dive off from it and climb back on. I never did

She had 
and when we

Wego with him hunting, but he loved to go deer hunting, 
all got excited about that and helped him get ready and 
everything, 
working, it was fun.

Like I said, we had these big cottonwood trees and the 
wood pile was right out here. It was my job to get in the 
wood. We cooked on a wood stove, plus we had a wood heater 

, and we had a 1 ot of scorpions in that wood. My 
brother would sleep in there in the 1 i v1ng room, an 
seemed like every night he got stung y a - cause' f i nal 1 y
Eviden 11y they aren't th, ilpF '“IV«»!

we'd say, "Well Grant, go on bacK to p
awful?

EvenLike I said, my father was a fun man.

n here

the woodpi1e?about snakes inIn terviewers What
I don't rememberbSeein9panysSna,es.ofMostlyut

We all got stung ^ w(?re al , alright.
Mae Fuller: 
scorpions.
they weren't the fatal ones.

bi te?do for a

,ko hAC|< of my leg one had this lady staying with us.

What did theyIn terviewer : time when
I got stung on 

and weMae Fuller: 
roy folks were gone
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She was an older second cousir T
because I got stung. My aur, [n > 1 ^hink. She was so upset 
house up here by this pecan tree n llved in * little 
what we were supposed to do -for ' ran UP there to see
-Put some rags on it with cnm"V scor%Pion bite, 
rags in kerosene and wrap the lea^Ti6 ?" ,!*1 
and, boy, by morning I had the k®' W eft 1t ' Never had .nyM^^ '

took me quite a whi1e to get 
what they said to do.

They said, 
Dip your 
on all night 

sters you ever did 
scorpion bite, but it 

ouer those blisters. 
we didn't know

see !

That's
what to do.

I n terviewer : That must have been very painful .

Mae Fu1ler : Yes,, . . was‘ I used to get sunburned when I
would go up to the lake. They used to peel me off. My
gosh. I should have worn a shirt, but that was a miserable 
experience. Being blond I sunburned 
sense enough to wear a shirt or something, 
from it .

I didn't have 
I learned a lot

easy.

In terviewer :
you? You said you had to take care of bringing in wood?

What kind of chores did your folks assign to

Mae Fuller: Wood and the kindling. I had to gather the
I used to help milk cows 

We just had cows who didn't give
eggs and help with the milking, 
before I went to school, 
much milk because they were just coming fresh or just drying

I wasSo I'd milk a few cows before I went to school.up
always afraid I would get on the school bus with my milking 
shoes on, but I never did. That was good chores. Then I 
helped my mother a lot with the canning. „
was in bed trying to carry a baby, I canned plums. I think 
I canned sixty quarts of plums. I ^ouldnt even look a 
those plums for a year. They turned out all right.

One time when she

wash that manythat way when you
canning could be a hotYou feel 

Before air conditioning
Interviewer : 
jars. 
chore.

Mae Fuller: That's true. Our Yslept out on
we didn't have refrigeration. . d here. It had just
this front screened porch Wl this east end and it had
screen, and my bed was ^own when it was rainy. ^
canvas flaps that you rol on the front side.
■flaps on the east side *nd ?ut in the winter it would get 
thought that was really ’ heavy that I could hardly
so cold and my bedding was *Y*ever did worry about things 
move. But it kept me war

I had
I
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] j ke that. r 
kind of poor .

Everybody did th'n9s 1ike that. Everybody
We were not poor enouqh that T h ^ , 

next meal was coming from w\a L to about where
them out here in a big barrel rJutcl?ered P' 9s and scalded

„ Then wl K-HWater- Pul1 them out,
In -fact it's still this*]”*!? 'n re'f r' 9ator box 

Then we would butcher r-Ti '*! ! tln buildin9 out 
hang it in there. Mom would =ay "r0 Bu^cher a beef and 
dinner." I would go cut a nierp’nu 9<?* S?me meat *or
marr i ed . didn't ,1Tjb" *"? f" “
and cut a piece off. 1 JUst h*d 9one ou1

was

my

scrape the hair off. 
out here.
here.

Interviewer: If it was thick it was a roast.
Mae Fuller: Right.
Right out here .
bedstead with the metal bars down it.
Then we'd put a mosquito netting over it and tie nuts or 
bolts on to it to hold it down so that the mosquitos didn't 
get you. Never had to worry about anyone "going to get 
you," ' cause I don't ever remember worrying about that. You 
just didn't have those kinds of problems then.

I use to sleep outside in the summer. 
We'd put a mosquito net over. It was a

Like the old ones.

Did your family ever hire extra help atInterviewer : 
specific times of the year?

I had anIt was mostly done by the family.
down from Prescott and stay with

Maybe you were going 
He used to come down and 

We had so much fun

Mae Fu11er :
uncle who used to come

He was about the same age as me.
Floyd Haymore. L. 

He was my good buddy.

us.
to in terview him.
stay with us. 
together.

In fact we were
old enough to drive, and we drove a load 

, , _ _ h T And there was a big placeo-f hay to Prescott. He and . ^ overpaSs on the railroad
out here on the desert. I - ps gPjng up over that 
tracks. I didn t want to sh 9 driving, so I got it 
thing with a load of hay w that thing. I was a very
going fast enough . dangerous to me, but when I
careful driver. It didn ,t want to shift gears going

■ ■1 JU „ :IICt fifteen, 'cause I had a
MUSt ^noyd'drove up Yarnel 1 Hill. Didn't 

c ou1d do it■

think about it now. 
up over there. I 
dr ivers license, 
have any problems.

Then
We knew we

1 ationship with 
helping out?kind o-f a re 

work, orhave any
tradingInterviewer: Did you 

your neighbors as far as
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Mae Fuller: 
su-f-f i c i ent,

I can't 
I be 1 ieye.

Laurence remembers the fjrst t • 
back driving a tractor. i “ rl ?.he saw ^e. I was out 
was driving the tractor with the ^"!9 Corn’ 1 bel'eve. 
shotgun over my shoulder 'cauc/ff er on ■ 1 had a
eating the corn be-fore I coulri rJe'CtrCMS were comin9 along 
reall/ quite f 1 abber gasted ti see me C?T?d.up‘ .He was 
After we moved over here, my dad f- - h °U dr,v'n9 llke that.
turkeys. My mother made absolutely dettctous chickened
nh0dle?hpbrhlrJr We,ha^ c h i c k e n , I'd take the gun out and 
shoot the chicken and clean it and everything. It was my
job to get the chicken ready tor the chicken and noodles.
And she made it so good, well, I didn't mind that at all.

Oh, and one other thing I wanted to tell you about. Up 
here on Southern there was kind of a ranch, a guest ranch, 
past Horne. During the war that became a prisoner o-f war 
camp, and my dad found up in the hay barn... some fellows had 
come down the ditch, they had gotten away from there. I 
don't know whether they were Germans or what, but they came 
down the ditch, 'cause they had mud up in the barn, and they 
had moved some bales of hay out like I told you we did on 

and made them a room up there to sleep. He
They had left a few things 

so I felt we were quite fortunate

remember any. We were pretty self

I

that trailer, 
saw they had camped up there, 
behind when they went on

in the house.that they didn't come

took nothing from you?Interviewer : They

Mae Fu11er : No .
the ditch they came down.talk aboutWhen youIn terviewer: 

Where was it?
i irrigation 

The extra water 
They came down 

could see them.

It was down Horne. It was an 
The water didn't come -

«h* « th.t .0 no O"*

ditch .

Mae Fuller: 
d i tch .
drained out of 
there
It was quite a deep

and I am sure
escape wasn't it? 

didn't know they were
famousKind of aThat was 

bet it was, but we
Interviewer :

Mae Fu11er : 
there .

I
had stayed?dad think they

did yourHow longI n terviewer:

23Page



Gi1 ben t Oral story

Mae Fuller: 
three days, 
the barn at night, 
c o u 1dn ■ t b1 ame them, 
house wasn' t that tight, 
house at that time when

In terviewer: I 
time.

Well, he fj 
They GUred they . 

come down 
n9 to eat. 

Wou1d hate 
1 don't 

we went

stayedhave 
Somethi

_ . A coup 1 e two or
and gotten milk out of 

You 
to have 

th i nk
I certainly 

met them, 
we ever locked

Our
ouranY place.

suppose there was someone there al 1 the

Mae Fuller: 
church or something.

Generally there was, uni ess we were al1 at

In terviewer : Did 
camp? se11 garden produceyou

or anything to the

Mae Fuller: No. 
se 11 anything.

My mom usual 1y had a garden, but we didn't

In terviewer : Did she have much success with her garden?
Mae Fuller: Yes she was a good gardner. 

today being out here transplanting -flowers around 
We have a nice little garden in the 

We get up and go out there and break our necks every
We don't really break our necks,

In -fact my hands
are sore 
here in the -front.
back .
morning while it's cool. 
but we enjoy it.

What were the holiday celebrations like?In terviewer :

remember going to Prescott -for the 4th of
While we were living there,Mae Fuller: I

July after we moved down here. _
on the 4th of July, they have the Rodeo Days, Front i er- Days.
They usually have then '^^Ta^tUet^! -d th^ had

Sh effort M>/ ®r = nd"fTheeI< id= would ride in this little wagon 
•Shetland ponies. The tQ the Rodeo grounds and
m the parade, really exciting to me. My kids

anything like that.watch the rodeo, 
have never real 1y been to
R,„ -od^d .£k do^h.r,, » “Jf “J,

treated me so nice. We 
fingernaiIs. My 

at home alone, 
had the big square 

They'd have band

That was fun.

Then, when we
and stay with my grandfather.
were about the same *9^ int my
liued down here, experience

the rodeo. They 
the middle.

I t was
goodness, 
•fun to

I never
there togo up 

with the courthou s e i n
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concerts and a lot of 
ex perience too. e n t e r t a i nment there. 11 was a fun

In terviewer : How 1 on9 did it take you to drive to Prescott?
Mae Fuller: I can 
presco11. We'd remember three biq 

9° to Phoenix, 
remembered how to get out 
Wickenburg. Then there 
Wickenburg. Then we'd 
over Yarne11 Hill.

incidents in going to 
I don ' t k n ow h ow anyone

Then we'd go to 
was more desert the other 

go to Congress Juncti 
It took about four 

Such a beautiful

of Phoenix.
side of 

Then up 
That was fun 

view after you get up on 
wonder how you ever did it.

on .
hours.for me too.

Yarnell Hill and look down and

Interv iewer: 
you did.

What about other holidays, special things that

Mae Fu1ler: I remember Christmas. I was so excited. One 
year we got a Christmas tree. Nobody had much money to buy 
Christmas presents, but we strung popcorn on strings to 
decorate with. But then we had a few Christmas tree
or name nt s. We always had a nice Christmas dinner plus a

All the relatives came lotsnice big Thanksgiving dinner, 
of times to the Thanksgiving dinner.

In fact one time we had a family dinner, and we had it out 
here on the front yard and got the big side boards off the

We set this great big table andtrucks and made the table.
all the aunts, uncles and cousins and everybody came.

water and washed the dishes out there.
My aunts were all so sweet and good.

It was really a special occasion 
later on, we had one 

with all the

We
11got tubs full of 

was so much fun. 
loved every one of them, 
to have that type of thing. Then, 
across the street. A big family inner 
relatives.

I

It was fun.
family in Prescott?still haveInterviewer : Do you

-............
killed in a car wreck. . That was fun to go over

tomato fields. They rented 
He told my dad to

Mae Fuller:

over­
bad such bigand bought property 

there because they 
this place one 
help himse1f . 
tomato plant.
It was fun to go down 
and play with all the

t0out°andrf in’ a lug box from one 
° that ran by over there.

Got to visit

time to a 
He cou1d go- a big river- 

arid play on 
relatives.

There was the river.
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Intersiewer : How old were you when your mother was killed? 

Let's see, he

Mae Fu11er : 
was born in 1952,

I had just
so I ‘»"d.30.

I n terviewer : i
husband's family.

One thing we haven't touched 
was his father?

His mother

on i sWho your

Mae Fu11er : 
Fuller.

Roy Ful1 er .
was Donnette Tanner-

In ter u iewer: They had how many chi 1dren?
Mae Ful1er : They had four. Two boys and two girls.
In terviewer : Your husband was?

Mae Ful1er : He was the oldest.

In terviewer: The next youngest was a boy or a girl?

Mae Ful1er : 
American. 
the big ones.

A boy. Melvin. He was a pilot for Pan 
He just retired a few years ago as a captain on 

What are they?

I n terviewer: 747?

Mae Fuller: Yes.

His sister?I n terviewer:

Then Joyce FullerFrances Fuller Gtte.Mae Ful1er : 
El sberry.

for me?(husband's) nameSpell hisI n terviewer:
of Gilbert atHis dad was mayor

and got it and brought it

Roy.Mae Fuller: Laurence,
That old fireone time, 

museum has Laurence's 
and we both went to L

name on 
California

back .
Where did youhere?j t got overh owSo that'sI nterviewer: 

Qo to get it?
. Quests of the man who

"rtlur" “•
his guests.

Mae Fuller: Los Angl ^ was 
was selling it to u. C1ub as 
stayed at the Pacfic Coa--

I had
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block'o/ice'o^r^ ^^condttienCe Went down to 1 ook
blow on us, ar,d we%.ucked tee In*™* t^n^had* that

you could only drive so -fa=f ° t,he way home. That's when 
It couldn't go really *L*OU ,k,n0W’ until jt Qot broke 

Took our lunch. It was Drohahi ^ went over on the bus. 
since we got married, but it* ' the *irst vacation we had

I n terviewer :

i n .

was a -fun thing, 

your children whi 1Who kept
e you were away?

Mae Fu11er : 
a fun 1ady,

My mother. 
too.

She took care of the kids. She was

In terviewer : Did Roy Fuller stay in Gilbert? 
say that Laurence grew up in Mesa?

Didn't you

Mae Fuller: No, he grew up out there in Gilbert. That's 
where the welding shop was.
big parking lot out there north of the water tank, 
used to go up on top of that and sleep when it was hot. 
They'd go up there where the breeze would blow.

Roy was a very community minded man. He liked to go 
fishing down at Rocky Point, Mexico. Some of his old 
buddies there would go down, 
some great biq fish, and he didn't want to have them done in 

so he told me i f I would do them he'd give me
I'd

And it's gone now. They have a
The boys

On one trip he brought back

the locker, 
hal f . So I had a nice big old wash bench out back.

So I cut their heads off. 
I finally learned how to cut 

fish steaks.

done fish 1 ike that before.never
You know they'd be that big. Filledand make really niceout the back bone 
our locker with it. 
that.

good, I was glad I got to do 
six fish.

It was so
He had about five or

dad liked to go fishing?

u to qo to Rocky Point too, to go
Mae Fuller: Yes. He use * 9^ be what they called
•fishing. In -fact, ther Jom clement, Benny Cotter, Deri
the Gilbert Navy. Ther them this one time. They had
Brown, and Laurence went these stories about Laurence's
more -fun. Came home w 1 *h. * = e Fuller because he couldn't
•feet. They called him ^ubm ^ + yn doing that. They were a 
get up and water ski . /* -f i sh as much as they just
fun group of men. They ata urence's dad really went down to 
went boating down th®re” t how good those fish were, 
fish. I will never forg

Is that where yourIn terviewer :
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